
PRESIDENT’S NOTES
The 2010-2011 season marks 39 years that FOL members have
worked diligently to support, improve, and promote the Key
West Library. All indications are that this year’s activities will be
as busy and rewarding as ever.  

January 10 kicks off our twelve-week lecture series when we
showcase the enormously important role that the Key West
Library plays in our community. Plan to join us for this impres-
sive series at The Studios of Key West on Monday nights from
6-7 PM.  Also, our Saturday Book Sales are ready to entice you
with the terrific donations we received throughout the summer.
Please come, bring friends and neighbors and encourage everyone
to buy our great books. (Note: the January sale is on the 8th, the
second Saturday, because of the New Year holiday). 

While the lecture series and the book sales are our big sea-
sonal events, there are many other ways to be involved with the

Friends throughout the year. Your donation of time is very important and greatly appreciat-
ed.  If you can contribute an hour or many hours – just call the library to volunteer and we
will put you to work almost before you hang up the phone. 

Most importantly, please remember that membership dues and monetary contributions
provide our primary financial means of supporting the Library’s annual wish list. Please be as
generous as you can this year in helping us to enhance the collection, sponsor programs, sup-
port staff development and buy materials.

On behalf of the FOL Board, we thank you for your continuing commitment to the
Friends of the Key West Library. We look forward to a fantastic season!

See you in the library!

Since last spring,
the Key West library
has flipped… our col-
lections and furniture
arrangement, that is!
For example, we relo-
cated the non-fiction
collection closer to the
Reference Department.

In the Children’s
Department, we moved shelves and desks
and even stuffed animals to make a more
secure area for the younger children.
Meanwhile, we opened up a larger Juvenile
and Teen area for studying, reading and

socializing.  Look around the library for our
other changes, such as our expanded “Quiet,
please!” reading area in Reference, and the
new laptop table near the rear entrance.  In
fact, the “new” laptop table is actually our
old conference table, which was replaced
(using funds from the wish list) with a new
multi-function-use modular oval conference
table.  Come check that out!   

Another change over the summer was the
introduction of our new website, still accessi-
ble at www.KeysLibraries.org, but with a
fresh new look and many more features.  And
the big news is that our catalogue system is
now powered by Polaris. continued on page 2
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HOW WE FLIPPED FOR YOU
by Christine Dunn

Perhaps no place in any community is so totally democratic as 
the town library. The only entrance requirement is interest.

- Lady Bird Johnson

THE VISION OF THE FRIENDS IS AN OUTSTANDING 
KEY WEST LIBRARY WITH STRONG COMMUNITY SUPPORT
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WISHING THE BEST
FOR THE LIBRARY

The dreary economic climate has made it more important
than ever that the Friends of the Key West Library generously
support the Library’s annual wish list, which is made up of
items that enhance the Key West Library’s contribution to the
community. FOL wish list donations fall into four major cat-
egories: 
• The largest category, usually more than 50%, is Collection

Development including books, books-on-tape, CDs and
DVDs for adult, juvenile, and young adult circulation; lit-
eracy materials; and the historical and Florida collections.

• Included in the Programming category are books, DVDs,
crafts, supplies, and computer hardware and software for
adult and children’s programs.

• Conferences, webinars, and professional memberships are
important elements of our contribution to Staff
Development.

• Our donations in the Facility category include circulation
carts, bins, and shelving; updated furniture and fixtures
for Children’s and Young Adult areas; and conference
room tables.
These are just a sampling of the FOL contributions made

possible through your membership fees, book purchases, and
donations to the Friends of the Key West Library. Thank you
for helping make the Library the best!

There are so many more features than we were previously
able to offer to patrons.  One favorite is notifications of
holds via E-mail right from the catalogue.  

We also revitalized our programming schedules and
offerings, increasing our computer classes, our programs
and our movie presentations.  Now you can take in a movie
on a Tuesday or a Saturday, or come to the monthly
Needlework Group.  Pick up a schedule of events or check
out our website for what’s up at the library.  

Just a few of the many ways the Key West library meets
our patrons’ informational, educational and recreational
needs!  Come in, or log on, to discover more!
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The Friends of the Library newsletter is published monthly from
November through April. Editor, Jane Newhagen. 
Please address all correspondence to her at the library: 
700 Fleming Street, Key West, FL  33040.

Our new online catalog has launched. The Polaris 
catalog provides many features requested by borrowers. 
A few highlights:

- Keep your reading history
- Save searches and receive reading alerts
- Personalize your login–customize your log in and 

password to be more memorable for you.

Here are Quick Start instructions:
1. Log into your library account at:

http://keyslibraries.polarislibrary.com/polaris/logon.aspx
Your login is the 14-digit number on the back of your
library card–without any spaces. Your password is the last
4 digits of the primary phone number on your library
account.

2. Click on the Patron Account button in the green 
navigation bar.

3. If you would like to change your log on and password,
click on the Change Logon button along the bottom of
the screen.

4. Log out and in again to test your new log-on.

If you would like to start saving your reading history, go
back to #2 above and click the Change Preferences button
along the bottom of the screen. Select the “Maintain
Permanent Reading List” box. Click Submit.

If you would like to receive emailed Due Date Reminders
and Hold Notices, go back
to #2 above and click the
Change Account
Information button to
update your email address.

Other features for the
booklover: professional
reviews, recommended
“read-alikes”, other edi-
tions, such as audiobook
and large print, and book
summaries.

OUR NEW ONLINE CATALOG IS ON DECK!
by Anne Layton Rice

The man who does not read good books has no advantage 
over the man who can't read them. - Mark Twain

HOW WE FLIPPED FOR YOU  Continued

The mission of the Friends is to support, improve,
and promote the Key West Library through 
fundraising, volunteering, raising public interest 
in and advocacy for the library.
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FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY 
LECTURES 2011
Mondays 6:00 p.m. at The Studios of Key West. 
The lectures are free and open to the public.

JANUARY 10
Calvin Trillin, in town to participate in the Key West Literary Seminar on the subject of
food and writing, will talk about his life as a food and drink aficionado and writer for
The New Yorker.

JANUARY 17 
Continuing with the theme of food, author Harry Mathews will read his epic poem
“Country Cooking from Central France: Roast Boned Rolled Stuffed Shoulder of Lamb
(Farce Double),” a recipe with hilarious extended commentary. 

JANUARY 24 
Renowned nutrition and health writer Jean Carper will speak about her new book,
100 Simple Things You Can Do to Prevent Alzheimer’s Disease.

JANUARY 31 
Novelist Lee Smith will read from and talk about her new collection of short stories,
Mrs. Darcy and the Blue-Eyed Stranger.

FEBRUARY  7   
Novelist and travel writer Michael Mewshaw interviews sports writer and novelist
Frank Deford about writing and his new book, Bliss, Remembered.    

FEBRUARY 14   
Historian David Lowe will talk about a subject relating to facets of American culture,
high and low.

FEBRUARY 21   
Well-known poets and editors Harvey Shapiro and Robert Hershon will conduct a joint
reading of their poems.  

FEBRUARY 28   
Novelist, biographer and literary critic Francine du Plessix Gray will read from her
memoir, Them, about her family during the Russian Revolution, the war years in
Paris and her upbringing in New York City where her mother became a famous hat
designer married to the legendary publishing tycoon Alexander Liberman.

MARCH 7   
Historian, philanthropist and recipient of the Literacy Partners Lifetime achievement
award in 2009 Barbara Goldsmith (named a “Living Landmark” by the New York’s
Landmark Conservancy and its affiliates) will lecture on her book, Obsessive Genius:
the Innerworld of Marie Curie, which is now in 22 languages and will soon be a film.

MARCH 14 
Trombonist, music arranger and professor of literature Harry Schroeder will speak
about the definition of swing and the differences between the black and white big bands
in the 1920s and 1930s with musical illustrations.

MARCH 21  
Fernanda Eberstadt will talk about her life as a writer living in Europe. Her recent non-
fiction work, Little Money Street, is based on her six years of research in Perpignan’s
Gypsy community. She will read from her newest novel, Rat, set in the South of France.

MARCH 28   
Political pollster Lou Harris will give his annual political summary and prognosis.
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Membership Application
2010 - 2011

Yes! Let me help the Friends of the Library make the Key West Library the
best read, the best stocked, the best attended Library in all of Florida!
My Gift is Enclosed:

nn $25     nn $50     nn $100     nn $200     nn $500    nn Other

Name ______________________________________________________

Phone ______________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

E-mail address _______________________________________________

Newsletter by e-mail?    nn Yes      nn No

Please return this form with check made payable to Friends of the
Library.  All contributions are tax deductible.    

Mail to: Key West Library Membership
1025 Fleming Street
Key West, FL 33040

FRIENDS OF THE MONROE
COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
OF KEY WEST, FLORIDA, INC,
1025 FLEMING STREET
KEY WEST, FL 33040

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage 

PAID
Key West, FL

33040
Permit No. 184

The Friends of the Library
BOOK SALES

will be held in the Library Garden 
from 9:30 until 1:30

on the following Saturdays:

January 8, February 5, 
March 5, and April 2

GO GREEN!
Receive your FOL newsletter digitally. 

Email membership@folkw.org
and provide your name and email

address to make the change.

Key West Library
700 Fleming Street,

Key West Florida 33040
Phone 292-3595

www.keyslibraries.org

A copy of the official registration and financial 
information may be obtained from the Division of
Consumer Services by calling toll-free (800-435-7352)
within the state. Registration does not imply endorse-
ment, approval, or recommendation by the State.
Registration #CH30134

*
If there is an asterisk after 

your name on the mailing label, 
it means it’s time for you to 

renew your membership.

                   


