
PRESIDENT’S NOTES
What happened in Key’s history

on December 1, 1985?  For one thing,
it was Tom Hambright’s first day in
the Florida History Room.  For twen-
ty-five years Tom has been the face of
the library’s research room and he has
made it the ideal spot for anyone
interested in learning about our
hometown’s colorful past. 

Chatting with Tom is one of my
favorite things to do in the library.  If
you are interested in local history,
then you know that Tom is your go-
to expert.  During any given day you
may find him helping someone locate

a historical house on a Sanborn map, researching facts for his
Today in Key’s History column or his blog at http://www.keyslibraries.org/author/tomh/. His
remarkable memory is invaluable in matching events and dates with places for the library’s
Mile-Marker’s project: http://www.mile-markers.org/.  His wealth of knowledge is much in
demand as a speaker at community events, engaging his audiences with little known facts and
great humor to clarify an often-apocryphal tale of a Key West character.  In all he does, Tom
makes the past come alive.  

Please join the FOL Board in extending our wholehearted thanks to Tom for his twenty-
five years of invaluable assistance in helping research and recall all things historical in the
Florida Keys.

See you in the library!

On January 26, 2011,
the Monroe County Public
Library in Key West partic-
ipated in a project with the
Florida Library Associa-
tion called “Snapshot: A
Day in the Life of Florida
Libraries.”  What we here
in Key West did, along
with hundreds of other
libraries across the state,

was to collect statistics, comments and photo-
graphs from a typical day at our library.  Our goal
was to show the incredible impact libraries have
on communities every single day.  

In Key West, we found it hard to determine
which day of the week would be best to feature
what happens in this library.  Every day of the
week we have programs, from movie presenta-
tions to computer classes to story time for
children to book discussions for adults.  There are

weekly crafts programs, visits from schools and
afterschool programs, and seasonal programs to
celebrate the holidays.  We also provide computer
access to hundreds of patrons each day, both resi-
dents and visitors.  Rooms are available for
community meetings and for civic and non-profit
groups like Literacy Volunteers and Legal Aid.
We even host the creative and social monthly
Knitting/Needlework Group, which is so popular
we are expanding to twice-a-month in February!   

Our snapshot revealed to us that there is
always something happening at the library in Key
West.  Patrons checking out books and films on
DVD and VHS and audio books and musical
recordings mingle with others doing research,
printing out tax forms, and using the Internet. But
honestly, isn’t a snapshot of our library just too
brief a glance at all that happens at this busy
library?  We could do a “Feature Film” of our
library!  (Maybe there’s an Oscar in our future!)

Annette Liggett

A LIBRARY SNAPSHOT by Christine Dunn
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by Jane Newhagen
Since 2004 the Friends of the Library have provided books

to Navy and Coast Guard ships when they are in Key West.
FOL board member Molly Shallow is in charge of the Books
to Ships effort. She is uniquely qualified for the responsibility,
because she sometimes sees from her window the ships as they
enter Key West harbor. She also drives to the US Coast Guard
station a couple of times a week to enquire of the Officer of the
Day what ships are expected. She keeps two packed bags of
books in her car, and another bunch of books in her bedroom,
ready to deliver. Each has been cleaned and repaired and past-
ed with a bookplate that says, “Gift from the Friends of the
Key West Library” that she prints on her computer.

In 2010, Molly delivered books to 57 ships.
The Coast Guard Cutter Decisive is a frequent visitor to

Key West. “Without fail, every time we pull in you all have a
bag of books waiting for us on the pier,” writes LTJG Kelley
Brown. “The officers and crew have gotten a great use out of
these books and we would all like to extend our sincere thanks
for your donations.”

Because one of their primary missions is migrant interdic-
tion, Coast Guard ships often find themselves with groups of
children on board. Being military ships, they don’t have much
to keep children entertained. Molly has begun to pick out pic-
ture books and children’s books in Spanish and French to
deliver along with the regular bag for the crew.
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The Friends of the Library newsletter is published monthly from
November through April. Editor, Jane Newhagen. 
Please address all correspondence to her at the library: 
700 Fleming Street, Key West, FL  33040.

HISTORIC PHOTOGRAPHS FROM FAMILY SCRAPBOOKS
by Anne Layton Rice

I have lost all sense of home, having moved about so much. It means to 
me now — only that place where the books are kept. - John Steinbeck

The mission of the Friends is to support, improve,
and promote the Key West Library through 
fundraising, volunteering, raising public interest 
in and advocacy for the library.

BRINGING BOOKS TO SHIPS

Wouldn’t you enjoy leisurely leafing through an old Key
West family scrapbook? The library makes this possible, from
the comfort of your own home. Old family albums have been
sitting safely in the library vault for years, while others have
been generously loaned to us for digitization and display. Tom
Hambright and dedicated volunteers Mary Haffenreffer, Laura
Harris, and Charlotte Strickland, are now scanning these fam-
ily albums, providing captions for the photographs, then
uploading the albums to the library’s Flickr site. “From the
Album” online gallery features these family album collections:

The Grooms and Porter Family photographs, loaned by
Mary Louisa Porter Grooms,  were scanned from scrapbooks
kept by Rosalie and Bascom Grooms, Sr. The images of Key
West people, landmarks and events span the 1890s until the
1930s.

The Heritage House Collection, donated by the Campbell,
Poirier and Pound families, is a collection of photographs
taken or collected during the 1930s by the WPA workers in
Key West.

Chris Belland’s exquisite postcard collection features the
famed “Alligator” series and here we’ve included the messages

written on the backs
of the postcards as
well.

Edwin O. Swift,
Jr. had been a WWII
veteran and chief
photographer for the
St. Louis Star Times.
His collection of pho-
tographs, loaned by
Edwin O. Swift III,
include 1950s-era
aerials, nature scenes, area businesses, and prize fish catches.

The talented photographer, Cory McDonald shared his
colorful aerials, professional movie stills and images from
Hurricane Betsy with us.

Dale M. McDonald’s amazing collection honors his life-
long passion for photography and love for his hometown.

So, get comfortable and visit http://bit.ly/fromthealbum to
savor these photographic treasures.

House on South Street, circa 1919.
Collection of Rosalie & Bascom Grooms, Sr.

A Coast Guard inflatable vessel approaches a boat of Haitian migrants.



Frank Defford
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FEBRUARY 7
Novelist and travel writer Michael Mewshaw will interview
sports writer, commentator, and novelist Frank Deford about
writing and his new book Bliss, Remembered, a love story set
at the 1936 Berlin Olympics and World War II, which will be
published July 14.

FEBRUARY 14
Cultural historian David Lowe will talk about “The
Incredible Mark Twain” in this centennial year of the writer’s
death. Lowe is president and founder of The Beaux Arts
Alliance, an organization celebrating the intermingling of
American and French civilization. He has taught, written and
lectured throughout the United States and Europe.

FEBRUARY 21 
Harvey Shapiro and Robert Hershon will conduct a joint
reading of their poetry. Although Shapiro made his living pri-
marily as a journalist, he has published thirteen poetry
collections, the most recent of which is New and Collected
Poems. Hershon’s most recent book is Calls from the Outside
World.

FEBRUARY 28 
Novelist, biographer, and literary critic Francine du Plessix
Gray will read from her memoir Them about her family dur-
ing the Russian Revolution, the war years in Paris, and her
upbringing in New York City where her mother became a
famous millinery designer and married legendary publishing
tycoon, Alexander Liberman.

Michael Mewshaw

Robert Hershon

David Lowe

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY LECTURES 2011
Mondays 6:00 p.m. at The Studios of Key West. The lectures are free and open to the public.

Francine du Plessix Gray

UPCOMING GUEST SPEAKERS
MARCH 7  

Historian and philanthropist Barbara Goldsmith.

MARCH 14 
Trombonist, music arranger and professor of literature Harry Schroeder.

MARCH 21  
Writer Fernanda Eberstadt.

MARCH 28  
Political pollster Lou Harris.

Harvey Shapiro
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Membership Application
2010 - 2011

Now you can join the Friends of the Key West Library or renew your 
membership online using your PayPal account or any credit card by going 
to:  http://friendsofthekeywestlibrary.org Click the Join/Renew button
and proceed. You can also pay by check made out to Friends of the Key
West Library and mailed to 1025 Fleming Street, Key West, FL 33040.

nn $25     nn $50     nn $100     nn $250     nn $500    nn $1000

Name ______________________________________________________

Phone ______________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

E-mail address ______________________________________________

Newsletter by e-mail?    nn Yes      nn No

Friends of the Key West Library is a non-profit organization and memberships
are tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law. The more you give, the
greater the impact that the Friends can have helping the Key West Library.

FRIENDS OF THE MONROE
COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
OF KEY WEST, FLORIDA, INC,
1025 FLEMING STREET
KEY WEST, FL 33040

The Friends of the Library
BOOK SALES

will be held in the Library Garden 
from 9:30 until 1:30

on the following Saturdays:

February 5, 
March 5, and April 2

GO GREEN!
Receive your FOL newsletter digitally. 

Email membership@folkw.org
and provide your name and email

address to make the change.

Key West Library
700 Fleming Street,

Key West Florida 33040
Phone 292-3595

www.keyslibraries.org

A copy of the official registration and financial 
information may be obtained from the Division of
Consumer Services by calling toll-free (800-435-7352)
within the state. Registration does not imply endorse-
ment, approval, or recommendation by the State.
Registration #CH30134

*
If there is an asterisk after 

your name on the mailing label, 
it means it’s time for you to 

renew your membership.

                    


