
PRESIDENT’S NOTES
The 2011 FOL lectures are into their final month and what a

rousing success they have been. Many thanks to board member
Brewster Chamberlin for his leadership and to the entire board of
directors and others associated with this hugely successful series.

From its small but enthusiastic beginnings in the library audi-
torium, the lectures have over the years greatly enriched Key West.
Absolutely first-rate authors and lecturers have informed and
delighted our audience and contributed enormously to making our
community an interesting and lively place to live. 

This year’s lecture series will be closing soon and whether you
have attended the lectures every week or just occasionally, thank
you for coming.  We work hard to make the lectures a pleasant
experience and I invite you to drop us an email or talk with any of
us concerning your thoughts about how we are doing and what we
might do to improve. Brewster and his committee are already at

work lining up speakers for the 2012 season, so be sure to visit the FOL website in the com-
ing months for further information.

Please plan to join us at 5:45 PM on March 28th for the FOL annual meeting right before
our last lecture of the season with our favorite political prognosticator, Lou Harris.

See you in the library! Annette Liggett
The reading of all good books is like conversation with the finest
men of past centuries. - Descartes
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Those of us who
live year-round in Key
West are acutely aware
of seasons.  Though it’s
true that we never get
snow and our foliage
year round is splendifer-
ous, we do mark the
change of season by the

influx of people to our city.  More specifical-
ly, here at the Key West Library, we know we
are “in-season” by the vast number of volun-
teers who arrive—and whom we welcome
with open arms!  

Many patrons who frequent the library
between Thanksgiving and Easter are quite
active during their stay in Key West.  And
that is a great benefit to us, since we can eas-
ily steer them to volunteer activities here at
the library.  For example, our hectic Internet
Computers require a trained person be
assigned to regulate access in a fair and con-

sistent manner.  Internet volunteers monitor
printing, aid patrons in using computers, and
sometimes just explain what our computer
access procedures are.  That’s a big help! 

Other ways volunteers give of themselves
is to shelve books and DVD’s.  Some focus
on book repair or telephoning patrons to tell
them materials they requested are ready for
pickup.  Without volunteers, we would not
be able to develop our collection, give com-
puter instruction, collect statistics, present
movies for free, distribute tax forms, have
story-telling sessions for children, hold book
discussions, or present authors and speakers.
Our volunteers help us serve the needs of our
Key West public throughout the year.   

Though many of our volunteers are sea-
sonal, some are year-round—just like us!  We
are happy to have each and every one of
them.  Want to join our volunteers?  Just see
someone at our front desk who can help you
sign up!  We’d love to have you volunteer at
the library—in any season!

LIBRARY VOLUNTEERS ARE ALWAYS IN SEASON
by Christine Dunn



The Key West Library is holding its second One Island
One Book program this spring, featuring The Last Resort, a
novel set in Key West and written by Pulitzer Prize-winner and
Key West resident, Alison Lurie. The program encourages
everyone to read the novel and participate in discussions.

One Island One Book
events will be held at the Key
West Library, 700 Fleming
Street. The program kicks off
with a discussion at 6 p.m.
March 9 by Cynthia Crossen,
the Wall Street Journal’s
“Dear Book Lover” columnist
– and vice president of the
Friends of the Key West
Library.

The Library’s Book Bites
Reading Group will meet on
three different dates to discuss
the novel: 4:30 p.m. March
10, 2 p.m. March 12 and 5
p.m. March 16. All are wel-
come to attend as many of the

dates as you like.
The final event of the program will feature Lurie at the

Library at 10 a.m. March 17 to discuss the novel for the
Library’s Café Con Libros program.

You do not need to have a Monroe County Library card
to attend events at the library.

For more information and updates on One Island One
Book, check the program’s blog at:

www.oneislandonebook.blogspot.com
Or contact Circulation Librarian Kris Neihouse at:
Neihouse-kris@monroecounty-fl.gov or 305-292-3595.
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The Friends of the Library newsletter is published monthly from
November through April. Editor, Jane Newhagen. 
Please address all correspondence to her at the library: 
700 Fleming Street, Key West, FL  33040.

MEET THE TABs! KEYWEST LIBRARYÕS ÒTEEN ADVISORY BOARDÓ
by Nancy A. Howanitz, Senior Librarian Youth Services

And even should the cloud of barbarism and despotism again obscure the science and
libraries of Europe, this country remains to preserve and restore light and liberty to them.

- Thomas Jefferson

The mission of the Friends is to support, improve,
and promote the Key West Library through 
fundraising, volunteering, raising public interest 
in and advocacy for the library.

ONE ISLAND ONE BOOK SPOTLIGHTS THE LAST RESORT BY ALISON LURIE

WHO ARE THEY? TAB’s are a strong group of Tweens and
Teens (ages 11 to 18) committed to volunteering for commu-
nity service at the library. This mixed group of readers--all
reading on different levels--share one thing in common: their
willingness to show their support of their library.
WHAT DO THEY DO? These Teens contribute and imple-
ment ideas for programs such as reading to younger kids,
hosting online book clubs, presenting gaming clubs, and--
YES!--even puppet shows and the ever-popular Cos-Play,
which is “any costumed role play in venues apart from the
stage but wherein the teens represent specific characters or
ideas.” Our TAB’s also recommend materials for collection
development specific to Tweens and Teens and write online
reviews of the books they have read. Each week, these active
Teens spend valuable time in community service making things
happen and showing support for their peers.
WHERE CAN YOU FIND THEM? They meet in the newly-
rearranged YA (Young Adult) Department of the Monroe
County Public Library in Key West. This area for Young
Adults has been structured to meet their needs for reading, fun
or research, silent study time, computer access for schoolwork
or personal interests and even for noisy socializing--sometimes
with pizza--in a safe and clean environment!

WHY ARE THEY
VOLUNTEERING?
What better way to
reach our Young Adult
community than by
having them provide
their own ideas for
materials and pro-
grams and support for
each other? The Key
West Library Teen pro-
grams and collections
are truly created by Teens for Teens!
WHEN DO THEY MEET? Schedule permitting, you can find
TAB’s at the Key West Library each Friday from 4:00 to clos-
ing and each Saturday from 3:30 to 5:30. Don’t forget to check
out our Facebook account @ Key West Library Teens. (Did I
mention our TABs developed this account? Yes, they did!)
For more information regarding the Key West Library Teen
Advisory Board, contact Nancy A. Howanitz, Senior Librarian
at 305-292-3595 or E-mail her at Howanitz-Nancy@monroe-
county-fl.gov.

Avatar for TABs Facebook page

The Last Resort tells the
story of Jenny Wilkie, wife
of a famous writer and 
naturalist much older than
she is. When her husband
becomes depressed and
withdrawn, Jenny per-
suades him to visit Key
West. Soon, Jenny is
immersed in life on the
island, with a part-time job
and new friends including
an ex-beatnik poet and the
“dramatically attractive
manager of a women-only
guesthouse.”



Edward Howar
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MARCH 7
Edward Hower, who has just returned from India, will talk about recent developments in
that country and will read a personal essay about supporting sponsored children there.
Hower lived over two years in India, travelling to rural villages to transcribe folk tales for
his book, The Pomegranate Princess. He returned many times during the 1980s and 1990s
to collect material for articles that appeared in The New York Times, Smithsonian, and
other publications. He has also written about his experiences in East Africa (The New Life
Hotel) and as a counselor at a girls reformatory (Wolf Tickets). He has taught at several
American universities and given writing workshops in Tobago, Greece, Sri Lanka, Brirain,
Nepal, and Key West.

(Barbara Goldsmith was scheduled for March 7, however she canceled for health reasons.)  

MARCH 14
Trombonist, music arranger, and professor of literature Harry Schroeder will speak about
the definition of swing and the differences between the black and white big bands in the
1920s and 1930s. In the 1970s he audited courses at the Berkeley College of Music, admit-
ted covertly by friends on the faculty, some of whom are veterans of the bands of Duke
Ellington, Woody Herman, and Buddy Rich. He played in a number of big bands there and
in the Boston area. Now he plays trombone in the Paradise Big Band, a 17 piece jazz band
which he formed twelve years ago, and plays and writes arrangements for a variety of other
groups.

MARCH 21 
Fernanda Eberstadt is the author of five novels and one non-fiction book about Gypsy
musicians in the South of France. Her fifth novel, RAT, has just been published in Vintage
paperback. She was born in New York City, educated at Magdalen College, Oxford, and
lives between France and London.

MARCH 28 
Lou Harris will offer his political predictions for the year-to-come. Considered the dean of
American pollsters for more than half a century, Mr. Harris’ work has influenced elections,
gun control, education, and athletic. Pollster, columnist, and observer of social and gov-
ernmental trends, when Lou Harris talks, people listen—because he is so often right. (The
Friends of the Key West Library annual meeting will take place at 5:45 before Mr. Harris’
speech.)

Harry Schroeder

Fernanda Eberstadt

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY
LECTURES 2011
Mondays 6:00 p.m. at The Studios of Key West. 
The lectures are free and open to the public.

Lou Harris
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PLEASE JOIN US!

The Friends of the Key West Library’s annual meeting will be
held at 5:45 on March 28 before the Lou Harris lecture.



Membership Application
2010 - 2011

Now you can join the Friends of the Key West Library or renew your 
membership online using your PayPal account or any credit card by going 
to:  http://friendsofthekeywestlibrary.org Click the Join/Renew button
and proceed. You can also pay by check made out to Friends of the Key
West Library and mailed to 1025 Fleming Street, Key West, FL 33040.

nn $25     nn $50     nn $100     nn $250     nn $500    nn $1000

Name ______________________________________________________

Phone ______________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

E-mail address ______________________________________________

Newsletter by e-mail?    nn Yes      nn No

Friends of the Key West Library is a non-profit organization and memberships
are tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law. The more you give, the
greater the impact that the Friends can have helping the Key West Library.

FRIENDS OF THE MONROE
COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
OF KEY WEST, FLORIDA, INC,
1025 FLEMING STREET
KEY WEST, FL 33040

The Friends of the Library
BOOK SALES

will be held in the Library Garden 
from 9:30 until 1:30

on the following Saturdays:

March 5
April 2

GO GREEN!
Receive your FOL newsletter digitally. 

Email membership@folkw.org
and provide your name and email

address to make the change.

Key West Library
700 Fleming Street,

Key West Florida 33040
Phone 292-3595

www.keyslibraries.org

A copy of the official registration and financial 
information may be obtained from the Division of
Consumer Services by calling toll-free (800-435-7352)
within the state. Registration does not imply endorse-
ment, approval, or recommendation by the State.
Registration #CH30134

*
If there is an asterisk after 

your name on the mailing label, 
it means it’s time for you to 

renew your membership.

                   


