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FEBRUARY 2018

THE VISION OF THE FRIENDS
IS AN OUTSTANDING 

KEY WEST LIBRARY WITH 
STRONG COMMUNITY SUPPORT

I suppose what I love most about working at the Key West Library is
when I invite authors to come visit, they’re always interested, even if they
can’t make it work. One author I invited years ago to a library in New
Smyrna only showed up here this year from NYC, saying, “if you lived
here then, I would’ve come.” So this year’s Café con Libros is a nice blend
(awful pun not intended) of writers—some local, some from other parts of
Florida as well as authors from up north and across the pond, talking
about things as diverse as cozy mysteries to vintage decorating to Florida
weirdness to end-of-life decisions. Journalist (former NBC correspondent)

and novelist, Robin Lloyd will be discussing his new historical novel about Havana, Harbor
of Spies, in March, and in February, acclaimed novelist Ryan Mcilvain will be discussing his
new novel, The Radicals, “a timely exploration of class tensions and corporate excess in
America,” which Robert Olen Butler calls “a splendid novel, brilliantly combining a com-
pelling personal story with important ripped-from-the-zeitgeist social and political issues.”
Does that sound too deep? (This awful pun is intended.) Consider coming to Dr. Samual
Harrington’s talk about his new book, “At Peace: Choosing a Good Death After a Long Life.”

For a full list of Café con Libros authors and books, visit us at www.keyslibraries.org or
follow us on twitter @KeyWestLibrary or www.facebook.com/KeyWestLibrary. Please note:
Due to renovations at the library, all of the Café con Libros talks will take place at the Studios
of Key West, 533 Eaton Street, every Tuesday through March 27th at 10:30am.

Dear Friends,
February is Love Your Libraries Month.
Library Memories: My mother was an avid reader and introduced me

to the enjoyment of choosing one’s own books at the library.  The earliest
memory I have of going to the library with my mother is when I was 4 years
old and told that I had to wait until I was 5 to get my very own library card.
I protested vigorously as only a 4 year old can do.  From ages 7-9, with
library card in hand, I would participate in the summer reading program
and win small prizes for the most books read.  Mind you, they had to be at
your grade level or above and the librarian would quiz you to make sure

you had read the book. That was OK, as I loved reading. As I got older, I was allowed to walk
to the library every week with my best friend. We would sneak off to the Adult section to read
books that the librarians thought were beyond our understanding – and they probably were!

I continue to visit the library frequently to find new and interesting books or classics that
I might have missed.  I download books on my Kindle from the library and audiobooks on
my smartphone.  Thus, the library and books are with me wherever I go!

Update on Hurricane Irma relief: The Friends Board presented the Key West Library with
a check for over $1600 from the December Book Sale for further distribution to all Monroe
County Libraries who have been hit with special needs and expenses as a result of Hurricane
Irma. The Library Staff is excited about this donation from the Friends and the opportunity
for additional outreach programs to other Keys libraries. Two music programs are already
scheduled and will be managed by Michael Nelson. Edgardo Alvarado-Vazquez is presenting
Spanish and writing classes. Patricia Blanco is planning 2 children’s programs along with a
Train the Trainer program for teenage activities. 

Thank you for supporting the Book Sales and our Library.

PRESIDENT’S NOTES

Marsha Williams

NOTE FROM THE LIBRARY  by Michael Nelson
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FOKWL LECTURES SERIES 2018 by Mark Hedden

The lectures will take place at 6 pm at the Key West Theater, 513 Eaton Street. 

FEBRUARY 5 Chantel Acevedo is a Cuban American author from Miami who often utilizes
Cuba as a backdrop for her prose and poetry. Her novels include Love and Ghost Letters from
St. Martin’s Press, Song of the Red Cloak, a historical novel for young adults, A Falling
Star from Carolina Wren Press, and The Distant Marvels and The Living Infinite, both from
Europa Editions. She is also the author of a chapbook collection of poetry from Finishing Line
Press, En Otro Oz.

Acevedo’s most recent novel, The Living Infinite, is about the Infanta Eulalia and has been
praised as “a gripping, irresistible novel” and “a vivid and enthralling tale of love and redemp-
tion.” Her work has appeared in journals such as Prairie Schooner, American Poetry Review,
North American Review, and Chattahoochee Review.

While serving as writer-in-residence at Auburn University, Acevedo worked on the
Southern Humanities Review and contributed to the local literary community by establishing
the Auburn Writers Conference and the Creative Writing Studio for Teens. In 2012 she was
named Literature Fellow by the Alabama State Council on the Arts. Acevedo completed both
her BA and MFA at the University of Miami, where currently she serves as an Assistant
Professor of Creative Writing.   Photo credit: Elaine Palladino

FEBRUARY 12 Arlo Haskell is a writer, historian, literary organizer, and publisher. Much of his
work focuses on the literary and social histories of Key West, Florida.

His new book is The Jews of Key West: Smugglers, Cigar Makers, and Revolutionaries
(1823-1969.) Drawing on years of independent research, The Jews of Key West is the first
book to chronicle the development of South Florida’s oldest Jewish community. 

“Think you know Key West? Think again. Arlo Haskell’s new book uncovers in fascinating
and vivid detail the story of the immense impact the Jewish community has had on the basic
culture of Key West. Whether it’s the black community, the Cubans, the cigar factories, the ped-
dlers, Prohibition, smuggling, immigration, or real estate you are interested in, this book will
have wonderful surprises and multiple delights for you. Haskell gives us Key West before it was
Hemingwaylaid,” wrote literary biographer Robert Richardson.

“If, like me, you were always puzzled about why Jews from Germany or Eastern Europe
would locate themselves anywhere but New York, you will rejoice that Arlo Haskell has writ-
ten The Jews of Key West,” wrote novelist, historian, and memoirist Phyllis Rose.

Haskell is also the author of the poetry collections Fool Proof and Joker. He has edited crit-
ically acclaimed editions of poetry and literature in translation, including The Last Books of
Héctor Viel Temperley, translated by Stuart Krimko and named a BOMB magazine “Editor’s
Choice” for 2011. He published Harry Mathews’s poetry collection, The New Tourism, and is
the editor of Mathews’s posthumous Collected Poems: 1956-2016 (forthcoming, 2018.) He is
the executive director of the Key West Literary Seminar.

He lives in Key West with his wife Ashley and their daughter Aviva.  
Photo credit: Nick Doll

FEBRUARY 19 Stephen Kitsakos is a writer, director, performing arts administrator, and pro-
fessor of theater arts. Kitsakos’s work explores the connection between the healing power of
the performing arts and the use of sacred texts to inspire contemporary storytelling.

He is the former executive director of the Artist in Residence Program at Holy Cross
Kingston, a performance arts presentation program. While there he directed the world premiere
of the chamber opera The Other Voice: Portrait of Hilda of Whitby.

He wrote the libretto for the chamber operas The Wooden Sword with music by the
American composer Sheila Silver. The two also collaborated on The White Rooster, A Tale of
Compassion: Cantata for Women’s Vocal Quartet, 6 Tibetan Singing Bowls, which was com-
missioned for the vocal ensemble Tapestry by the Smithsonian’s Freer Gallery of Art and Arthur
M. Sackler Gallery. 

Most recently Kitsakos was commissioned by American Opera Projects – again in conjunc-
tion with Sheila Silver – to write the libretto for the opera adaptation of Khaled Hosseini’s
bestseller A Thousand Splendid Suns. The project received the exclusive opera stage rights to

Chantel Acevedo

Arlo Haskell

Stephen Kitsakos

Carol Munder



The Friends of the Library newsletter is published monthly
from November through March. Editor, Roberta Isleib. 
Please address all correspondence to her at: 
1025 Fleming Street, Key West, FL  33040.

The mission of the Friends is to support, improve,
and promote the Key West Library through 
fundraising, volunteering, raising public interest 
in and advocacy for the library.

The Knight Arts Foundation challenge was developed to
encourage artistic projects in Miami and South Florida by pro-
viding grants for specific projects. The foundation’s mission is
“to help make art general in Miami so that it is seen, felt and
heard throughout the city’s many neighborhoods” (and
throughout South Florida.)

We were very excited to hear that Friends board member
Mark Hedden was awarded a grant this year and thought you
would enjoy hearing about it. He described his project this
way: To tell the stories of Key West’s liveaboard community,
boat dwellers who anchor in the shallows off Key West, in a
photo narrative that explores this community living on the
island’s and society’s edge.

Roberta: How did you become interested in the Florida
Keys live aboard community? How will you make con-
nections with them?

Mark: I’ve lived in Key West for a long time, and
for such a tiny place, it’s amazing how many different
subcultures there are here, how they all overlap, and
how we all belong the a bunch of different ones at the
same time. It’s kind of dumb, but I’m pretty much a
landlubber, and sometimes I forget this entire place is
surrounded by water, and that I have a lot of friends,
neighbors, and co-workers whose lives largely take
place out on that water. And I was looking for a way
to start exploring this world that’s amazingly close to
the one I live in but kind of alien to me. And I came up
with the On The Hook Project as a way to do that.

Roberta: What form will the project take? Where
will be we be able to see the results?

Mark: I wrote the grant proposal for this project

before Hurricane Irma hit. And a lot of people who lived on the
hook lost everything in the storm. I was out on Wisteria Island
immediately after the storm and it was heartbreaking to see so
many boats piled up, because those boats are people's lives. So
the parameters of the project have changed. But there is no
doubt this community will re-build itself. And there will be a
million stories along the way as it does.

The intent is to create a gallery show. I think it will be
mostly environmental portraits, probably with some accompa-
nying text based on interviews with the folks I take pictures of.
I think it might be a good book project too, but that maybe get-
ting ahead of myself.

I plan to take about a year shooting, and hope to have the
show in 2019.

ON THE HOOK WITH MARK HEDDEN  by Roberta Isleib
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the novel about women in Afghanistan. A workshop presentation of the first act of A Thousand Splendid Suns took place at the
Studios of Key West in January 2014. The opera will have its world premiere in the 2019-2020 season at The Seattle Opera.

Kitsakos and his husband reside in Key West. Photo credit: Contributed

FEBRUARY 26 Carol Munder is a photographer and lithographer who creates hauntingly evocative monochrome images. She
rolled into Key West in a Volkswagen Microbus in 1978.  Her first job was with the Key West Library, and she spent eight years
driving the bookmobile up and down the Keys, taking pictures when she could.

“In meticulous Munder prints, bodies dissolve into nothing, beginning at edges, as dead people do. They blur into silence,”
wrote Annie Dillard in the American Scholar.

“I photograph objects I love, from artifacts made thousands of years in the past to twentieth century anonymously carved
wooden sculptures found in French flea markets. Over the years my goals have slowly evolved with each body of work. In all, I
search for some vital force within,” said Munder.

Munder has exhibited her work in galleries and museums throughout the U.S. and abroad, including the Norton Museum of
Art in West Palm Beach, FL; the San Diego Art Institute, San Diego, CA and Galerie Univer in Paris, France.  She has received
numerous grants and awards and has also been featured in publications including American Scholar and Granta Magazine.  

Munder currently splits her time between her home in Key West and rural France. She will be in conversation with local pho-
tographer Mark Hedden.   Photo credit: Mark Hedden



Mark your calendars for Saturdays
February 3, March 3, & April 7, when
the Friends of the Key West library will
hold their  book sales for the 2017-
2018 season in the library’s Palm
Garden at 700 Fleming Street. Every
dollar raised during the sales goes
directly back to your library. And
don’t forget, the Friends’ indoor book
nook will be open for business when-
ever the library is open!

NEXT BOOK SALE 
Saturday, February 3 

from 9:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m.

GO GREEN!
Receive your FOL newsletter digitally. 

Email membership@folkw.org
and provide your name and email

address to make the change.

Join The Friends of the Key West Library
You can join Online at:  http://friendsofthekeywestlibrary.org
or by completing and returning this 2018 Membership Application.
■ $1000 Publisher       ■ $250 First Edition        ■ $50 Novel
■ $500   Scholar           ■ $100 Best Seller           ■ $25 Short Story
Name(s) ____________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

Phone ______________________________________________________

E-mail address ______________________________________________

Please make checks payable to:   The Friends of the Key West Library
Return check and application to: The Friends of the Key West Library
                                                1025 Fleming Street
                                                Key West, FL 33040

The Friends of the Monroe County Library in Key West, Florida, Inc. is a qualified
501(C)3 charitable organization registered in the state of Florida (license #CH30134).
A copy of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from the
division of consumer services by calling toll-free 1-800-435-7352 within the state.
Registration does not imply endorsement, approval, or recommendation by the state.

FRIENDS OF THE MONROE
COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
OF KEY WEST, FLORIDA, INC,
1025 FLEMING STREET
KEY WEST, FL 33040

Key West Library
700 Fleming Street,

Key West Florida 33040
Phone 292-3595

www.keyslibraries.org

A copy of the official registration and financial 
information may be obtained from the Division of
Consumer Services by calling toll-free (800-435-
7352) within the state. Registration does not
imply endorsement, approval, or recommenda-
tion by the State. Registration #CH30134

*
If there is an asterisk after 

your name on the mailing label, 
it means it’s time for you to 

renew your membership.


