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THE VISION OF THE FRIENDS
IS AN OUTSTANDING 

KEY WEST LIBRARY WITH 
STRONG COMMUNITY SUPPORT

Each month the Key West Public Library’s primary ambition is
to be a cultural, educational and social center for our diverse
community.  As such, we offer a variety of programs and services
that go well beyond just being a literary mecca for our reading
public.

In February, the library continues its Café con Libros book
talks with O. Henry Award-winning author Karen Brown dis-
cussing her brand new novel, The Clairvoyants, as well as local
novelist Jessica Argyle talking about her novel, No Name Key,
and Elisa Segrave (The Girl From
Station X) discussing the craft of
writing memoirs, with many more
still to be announced.  The series is

every Tuesday and Thursday in February starting at 10am with
coffee and treats at 9:30am.

We’ll also be hosting the Florida Keys Reenactors Society in
the Palm Garden on Thursday, February 2nd from 11am to 3pm.
You’re welcome to stop by any time during those hours and learn
about blacksmithing, artillery drills, and the chemistry of black
powder. Presentations will also include the fashion of the era and
information on what Civil War soldiers carried in soldier kits.

All of these special events are sponsored, in part, by the
Friends of the Key West Public Library, and since it’s February I’ll
say that I love them for it, but come March, it’s back to just really
appreciating it.

I confess that I am greedily, unredeemably addicted to books: I
can’t wait to enter each new world created by an author, visit
places I’ve been (or haven’t,) and root for my new friends, the
characters. I probably own more books than I can finish in a life-
time, but that doesn't stop me from buying books at every store
I visit. Over the last two weeks of December, I hit the Key West
Island bookstore and Books and Books in Key West, RJ Julia
Booksellers in Madison CT, and the Strand bookstore in New
York City (twice, because I was afraid I might've missed some-
thing the first time through—it was very crowded, you
understand, and that made it hard to browse.) 

As I grew up, my middle-class family didn't buy books as freely
as I do now. But we did go to our hometown library every week
(the Berkeley Heights Public Library in New Jersey,) always
emerging with a stack of books. As a kid, I inhaled Nancy Drew,

Cherry Ames (a nursing sleuth,) the Hardy Boys (stolen from my brother’s shelf,) and the
Bobbsey Twins, as fast as their stable of writers could turn them out.

This bookish greediness might help explain why I have volunteered five times to judge the
Mystery Writers of America Edgar Award contest for best mystery of the year: twice in the
best novel category, once in young adult, once in best TV series (OK those were DVDs not
books,) and this year in the middle grade mystery fiction category. One of the bonuses of serv-
ing as a judge is that you receive your own copy of every book submitted. (In the photo at the
left, you can see part of the loot I collected during my 2009 best
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AT THE LIBRARY  by Michael Nelson

Civil War Reenactor Mark Moss

Roberta Isleib with part of her
Edgar best novel stash
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The Friends of the Library newsletter is published monthly
from November through March. Editor, Roberta Isleib. 
Please address all correspondence to her at FOKWL: 
1025 Fleming Street, Key West, FL  33040.

The mission of the Friends is to support, improve,
and promote the Key West Library through 
fundraising, volunteering, raising public interest 
in and advocacy for the library.

Alexander Patterson (1797-1870) was a prominent Key
West city official, serving as a Notary Public and four terms as
Mayor between 1845-1868. (Those familiar with the Hackley
diary entries in the Key West Citizen will recognize Patterson’s
name, as he was Hackley’s brother-in-law and frequent com-
panion.) He lived at 522 Caroline Street, a home built before
1838, which was destroyed by fire in 1886. Patterson kept a
detailed Nautical Log that relates previously undocumented
accounts of Key West shipwrecks, fires, shipping routes, and
trading interests during the wrecking heyday of 1850-1870.
Historian Tom Hambright says of the logbook, “It’s quite sig-
nificant for Florida history. Wrecking was a multi-million
dollar industry in Key West and this logbook is the only first-
hand account I’ve come across.”

The second life of this logbook, as scrapbook, brings a
new voice to the artifact. One of Alexander Patterson’s daugh-
ters, Susan or Theodora, culled pictures and texts from local
periodicals, cigar boxes, books, etc. She pasted these clippings
over her father’s logbook, perhaps as a post-Civil War recycling
effort. Her pages read like a Facebook wall of the Victorian era
– bringing insight to her own life, the political climate around
her, social trends, current events, travel logs and poetry.
Scrapbooks of this time in Key West, 1840-1870’s, are very
rare, and the items chosen to line her pages with are also excel-
lent examples of the changes in printing styles and journalism.
The Florida History Archivist, Breana Sowers, notes
“Scrapbooks like this are absolutely invaluable, not only for the
contextual material, but also – and most importantly - because
they provide a deeper understanding to the everyday lives of
Victorian women in Florida – who were not widely written
about in original documents .”

A private donor purchased the logbook/scrapbook from a
Palm Beach estate, (which previously purchased the item from
a Savannah estate), and donated it to the Florida History

Department via the Key West Maritime Historical Society. The
library sent the book to the Northeast Document Conversation
Center for conservation work, where the scraps were released
and conserved; the logbook was digitized, cleaned and
rebound. It now resides in the Florida History Department
vault.

Now for the most gratifying, yet time-consuming part of
this project:  transcribing the handwritten logbook to create a
searchable, more useful historical record. We are forming a
team of community
volunteers to tran-
scribe the logbook.
Transcribers can work
from home, at any
time. Reviewers and
subject experts will
provide support and a
second set of eyes for
those tricky passages.
If you would like to
join in, please contact
Library Archivist,
Breana Sowers, at
sowers-breana@mon-
roecounty-fl.gov for
more information.
With your help, we
can discover new
knowledge (and cer-
tainly unlock some
fascinating secrets)
about the earliest days
of our Island City.

RARE LOGBOOK DONATION by Anne Layton Rice

novel tenure--we had to whittle the winners down from over
500 books.) 

This year's middle grade mystery stash was much more rea-
sonable, and also very enlightening. My committee read plenty
of excellent series entries in addition to standalones, and I can
fairly say that today’s books have eclipsed many of my child-
hood favorites. The writing and themes stand out as more
sophisticated than the beloved books of my youth, tackling
issues such as divorce, obsessive compulsive disorder, race rela-
tions, and more—in thoughtful, appealing, and entertaining
ways. Now that we’re finished reading, I’m thrilled to be able
to share those books with our children’s librarian.

I think this greediness also explains in part why I love volun-
teering for the Friends of the Key West Library. I imagine kids
going in those doors as I once did, longing to enter another
world, and coming out with books that might help them feel
less different or alone, or set their imaginations free. And I’m
grateful to be surrounded by book-loving folks who share the
same goals. 

See you at the library or the book sales or the lecture series—
and thanks to every one of you for your support!

*Kathleen Bratton has the month off from her regular presi-
dent’s message, but she’ll return in March!

ADDICTED TO BOOKS continued
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FOKWL LECTURES SERIES 2017 by Mark Hedden

The lectures will take place at 6 pm at the Key West Theater, 513 Eaton Street. 

FEBRUARY 6 David Garrard Lowe is a well-regarded lecturer, cultural historian, and author.
His�articles have appeared in The New York Times, The Wall Street Journal, American
Heritage, House & Garden, and City Journal, amongst other publications. His books include
Stanford White’s New York, Lost Chicago, Chicago Interiors, Beaux Arts New York, and Art
Deco New York. Mr. Lowe has lectured widely in the United States and Europe,. His subjects
range from the villas of Andrea Palladio, to Americans in Paris, to Coco Chanel, to the great
ocean liners. Mr. Lowe will speak about one of the most extraordinary figures to occupy the
French throne: María Eugenia Ignacia Augustina de Palafox-Portocarrero de Guzmán y
Kirkpatrick. Eugénie was an important ally of Paris’s city planner, Baron Haussmann; she
was also, through her patronage of Charles Frederick Worth, the founder of French haute-
couture. As an early customer of the House of Guerlain, she helped make French scent le
dernier cri. Her need for hat boxes, jewel cases, and trunks propelled malletier Louis Vuitton
to the top of the luggage trade. This richly illustrated talk will delineate this magnificent tale,
which ended with the Imperial family’s exile in England.

FEBRUARY 13 Rebecca Wallwork is a writer, editor, and content director from Miami Beach.
She is currently a writer in residence at the Studios of Key West.

Wallwork specializes in digital content for travel brands but has a long history in magazine
work. She began as an intern at Interview magazine, where she later became the music editor.
She has interviewed celebrities and written about entertainment and lifestyle for publications
such as Rolling Stone, The New York Post, SUNDAY magazine, Madison magazine, and
Men’s Style Australia. In the name of journalism, she has been inside the New York Jets lock-
er room and backstage at the Westminster dog show. She attended Donald Trump’s wedding,
the porn-industry awards, and reality-TV school. In more recent years, as a travel writer,
she’s been a contributing editor for Tennis magazine and sites like HotelChatter, Jaunted and
Jetsetter. She’s written for WSJ Magazine, Forbes Travel Guide and. Her book New Kids on
the Block’s Hangin’ Tough is part of the 33 1/3 collection, a prestigious series of books that
focus on individual albums by particular musical artists and acts. New Kids on the Block’s
Hangin’ Tough is a deep study of the late 1980s cultural moment inspired by an album that
has sold more than 17 million copies.

FEBRUARY 20 Alison Lurie is a novelist, memoirist and writer of non-fiction. Her book
Foreign Affairs won the Pulitzer Prize for fiction in 1984. Lurie has written eleven novels and
a book of short stories, as well as several books of children’s folk tales, memoir, and non-fic-
tion. Her novel The Truth About Lauren Jones was set partly in Key West and won the Prix
Femina étranger. She is the F. J. Whiton Professor of American Literature emerita at Cornell
University, where she taught writing, folklore, and literature at Cornell University. Her most
recent book is Reading for Fun, a collection of essays based on her lectures at Cornell. In it
she gives her insight into some of the most brilliant and original American and British fiction
of the last hundred years, including work by Henry James, Doris Lessing, John Updike, Mary
McCarthy, Anthony Powell, Angela Carter, and Garrison Keillor— some of whom she has
known personally. These unusual books combine tragedy and comedy, supernatural events
and social criticism, and they are all fun to read. Ms. Lurie divides her time between London,
Ithaca, NY and Key West.

FEBRUARY 27 James Gleick writes about science and technology. His first book, Chaos, was
a finalist for both the Pulitzer Prize and the National Book Award. His other books include
the best-selling biographies, Genius: The Life and Science of Richard Feynman and Isaac
Newton, both also shortlisted for the Pulitzer Prize, as well as Faster and What Just
Happened. His writing has been translated into thirty languages. He was one of the founders
of The Pipeline, an early internet provider based in New York City. Previously he was an edi-
tor at the New York Times and a lecturer a Princeton University. His latest book is Time
Travel: A History. While acknowledging the scientific impossibility of time travel, Gleick
examines how the concept takes up so much space in our collective consciousness.

David Gerrard Lowe

Rebecca Wallwork

Alison Lurie

James Gleick



Mark your calendars for 
February 4th, when the 

Friends of the Key West Library 
will hold their next book sale of the

season in the Library’s Palm Garden at 
700 Fleming Street. 

Every dollar raised during the sale
goes directly back to your library.

BOOK SALE
Saturday, February 4th
Saturday, March 4th
Saturday, April 1st

from 9:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m.

GO GREEN!
Receive your FOL newsletter digitally. 

Email membership@folkw.org
and provide your name and email

address to make the change.

Join The Friends of the Key West Library
You can join Online at:  http://friendsofthekeywestlibrary.org
or by completing and returning this 2017 Membership Application.
■ $1000 Publisher       ■ $250 First Edition        ■ $50 Novel
■ $500   Scholar           ■ $100 Best Seller           ■ $25 Short Story
Name(s) ____________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

Phone ______________________________________________________

E-mail address ______________________________________________

Please make checks payable to:   The Friends of the Key West Library
Return check and application to: The Friends of the Key West Library
                                                1025 Fleming Street
                                                Key West, FL 33040

The Friends of the Monroe County Library in Key West, Florida, Inc. is a qualified
501(C)3 charitable organization registered in the state of Florida (license #CH30134).
A copy of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from the
division of consumer services by calling toll-free 1-800-435-7352 within the state.
Registration does not imply endorsement, approval, or recommendation by the state.

FRIENDS OF THE MONROE
COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
OF KEY WEST, FLORIDA, INC,
1025 FLEMING STREET
KEY WEST, FL 33040

Visit the Key West Library:
700 Fleming Street,

Key West Florida 33040
Phone 305-292-3595
www.keyslibraries.org

A copy of the official registration and financial 
information may be obtained from the Division of
Consumer Services by calling toll-free (800-435-
7352) within the state. Registration does not
imply endorsement, approval, or recommenda-
tion by the State. Registration #CH30134

*
If there is an asterisk after 

your name on the mailing label, 
it means it’s time for you to 

renew your membership.


