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THE VISION OF THE FRIENDS
IS AN OUTSTANDING 

KEY WEST LIBRARY WITH 
STRONG COMMUNITY SUPPORT

A few weeks ago I got an unexpected call at the library from
the Estate of Shel Silverstein who wanted to donate Mr.
Silverstein’s personal library, a varied collection of first editions,
out-of-print and rare books, Ellery Queen Mystery Magazines,
paperback plays and a number of illustrated tomes. In fact, we’re
still going through the collection and finding any number of
interesting items that will surely find their way into our Florida
history vault for preservation. 

Among the many items found include a sketch Mr.
Silverstein made on the stationary of Playboy Mansion West,
and a book from Hefner himself thanking Shel “for the special
friendship and the many memories shared over the past 25
years.”  There’s also

an inscribed book from Jimmy Buffett and a note
from David Mamet (who collaborated with
Silverstein on the screenplay, Things Change)
encouraging Shel to “get hip” to Samuel Butler’s
The Way of All Flesh. In several of the books, Mr.
Silverstein wrote his name in the top right-hand
corner of the first page, but I suspect he did this as
a very young man and not as the collector he later
became. 

Shel’s affinity for the physicality of books, his
insistence on a specific type of paper and binding
for his own published works is evident in the dif-
ferent types of books he collected, and I take great
pleasure in knowing that many of these rare books
will now find a home in our permanent collection
at the Key West Library.

The holidays and the end of the year are almost upon us!  Do
you like to give books as gifts?  My mother was a great one for
giving books.  Although I know I received previous ones, the first
book I remember receiving was The Travels of Marco Polo.  I was
rather confused by this gift.  I was 9 years old, in the 4th grade,
and had recently cried my eyes out over Black Beauty and jour-
neyed through all the Oz books.  It was not a children’s edition
of Marco Polo’s adventures, and I could not read it, at least not
from beginning to end.  It did, however, have fascinating illustra-
tions taken from a 14th century manuscript—strange cyclopean
beings, men with the heads of dogs, beheadings, burnings at the
stake, unicorns—each with references to the text, and I searched
diligently for the stories behind these pictures.  I still own this

book, inscribed “To Kathleen Christmas 1958” in my mother’s very recognizable hand, and
still have not read it,  but I aspire to yet.

You might find an interesting book for a friend (or yourself) at our first book sale of the
season, Saturday, December 3rd, in the Palm Garden at the library.
I look forward to seeing you there.

PRESIDENT’S NOTES

Kathleen Bratton

AT THE LIBRARY  by Michael Nelson
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The Friends of the Library newsletter is published monthly
from November through March. Editor, Roberta Isleib. 
Please address all correspondence to her at FOKWL: 
1025 Fleming Street, Key West, FL  33040.

The mission of the Friends is to support, improve,
and promote the Key West Library through 
fundraising, volunteering, raising public interest 
in and advocacy for the library.

My favorite place in the Library is our garden- a hidden gem that I can retreat to on my breaks,
even sneak in a book here and there. But the garden hasn’t really been kept a good secret. We have
hosted musical performances, color festivals, Friends of the Library book sales, and summer reading
events. This year I tried something out of my comfort zone. Was I crazy for giving myself more work?
Maybe, but for three days staff members and volunteers decorated our space. Then we welcomed all
age groups to our scary garden to trick or treat. Each area of the garden had an interactive staging
area, where patrons walked through a graveyard and met zombies or talked to the Wicked Witch. 

On the day of the event, with my face painted like a monster and the smoke machine covering
the garden, I rushed around to make sure everyone and everything was in place. I figured we’d see 70
to 100 people, a successful program in my book. But as I opened the gate, I was in shock. A line of
people stretched to the end of the street. A big, big thank you to 5 adults and 10 teen volunteers who
helped put on the biggest library event we have ever had with a turnout reaching over 600 people.
And we didn’t run out of candy, thanks to the Monroe County Sheriff’s Department’s generous dona-

tion. Next year we are hoping to extend our program for 2 nights
and maybe even keep our decorations up for the entire month. 

Our charming little garden gives us a way to attract communi-
ty attention, and offer a wider variety of activities for all ages.
Every so often I put a call out to our community and organize a
Garden Day. We add new dirt and new plants and pick up garbage.
Many of the beautiful palms and native plants need proper care,
paint is chipping away, and bricks are coming undone.
Community businesses and organizations help us to stay on top of
these repairs to keep our garden beautiful and strong. Right now,
with the help of FKCC and the support from Key West Tropical
and Botanical Garden, we will be creating an outdoor space where
patrons can take part in growing, learn about environmental sus-
tainability, and create a stronger connection to the community and
nature.  We are looking at enhancing the garden space with origi-
nal artwork in the form of mural and other art. 

We are very grateful to the Friends for their support of these
programs!

MORE THAN JUST A SPACE 
by Patricia Blanco

Haunted Garden at the Key West Library

I love both giving and receiving books for Christmas, and
our board members do too. So I’ve gathered together some rec-
ommendations you might enjoy. For the armchair traveler, I
recommend an incredible memoir by Thrity Umrigar, First
Darling of the Morning—oh the fascinating foreignness of
Bombay! She’s also written a  handful of novels that are now
on my Christmas list. 

In stark contrast, the first novel by an Icelandic author,
Ragnar Jonasson, called Snow Blind, features a fascinating
young policeman character and the frigidness of  northern
Iceland in winter.

Marsha Williams recommends Hamilton the Revolution by
Lin-Manuel Miranda and Jeremy McCarter for the musical
theater aficionado.  This book describes the behind-the-scenes
development of the smash Broadway musical.  The complete

song lyrics are shown and annotated by Miranda with literary,
historical and musical references

Mary Taylor recommends The Underground Railway by
Colson Whitehead- not a light holiday read but an important
book about a fictionalized “real” Underground Railroad tra-
versed by captivating characters.

For pet lovers, Jennifer Franke would recommend The Art
of Racing in the Rain, by Garth Stein.  For movie lovers, Fifth
Avenue at 5 a.m., by Sam Wasson, about the making of
Breakfast at Tiffany’s,

Joanna Brady Schmida loved Scottish writer Philip Kerr's
series about a wisecracking German detective who hates Nazi
before, during, and after WWII. The Trilogy is called Requiem
for Berlin.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS AND HAPPY READING!

BOOKS FOR HOLIDAY GIVING by Roberta Isleib
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FOKWL LECTURES SERIES 2017 by Mark Hedden
The lectures will take place at 6 pm at the Key West Theater, 513 Eaton Street. 

JANUARY 16 Calvin Trillin has been contributing to the New Yorker since
1963. He writes about murder, food, politics, and culture. Among his many
achievements he coined the term “Sabbath Gasbags” in reference to the pundits
who appear on Sunday morning talk shows. He is also known for his expansive
thoughts on barbecue.
JANUARY 23 Curt Richter is a photographer who splits his time between
Finland and the United States. His most recent book is A Thousand Words:
Portraits from the Key West Literary Seminar. Richter has been visiting Key
West and photographing members of its arts and literary community for close to
a decade. This book is the most recent fruit of those visits.
JANUARY 30 Frank DeFord is a writer and public radio commentator who pri-
marily writes about sports. He has been a writer at Sports Illustrated since 1962,
and a commentator at NPR since 1980. His football-centric novel Everybody’s
All American was made into a movie starring Denis Quaid and Jessica Lange.
He has also written several novels not centered on the world of sports.
FEBRUARY 6 David Garrard Lowe is a well-known cultural historian, lecturer,
and author of books about great cities and their architecture. His articles have
appeared in The New York Times, The Wall Street Journal, American Heritage,
House & Garden, City Journal among others. His books include Lost Chicago,
Chicago Interiors, Stanford White’s New York, Art Deco New York, and Beaux
Arts New York.
FEBRUARY 13 Rebecca Wallwork is a writer and editor from Miami Beach. Her
book New Kids on the Block’s Hangin’ Tough is a deep study of the late 1980s
cultural moment inspired by an album that has sold more than 17 million copies.
She will be in Key West for a writer’s residency at the Studios of Key West.
FEBRUARY 20 Alison Lurie is a writer and novelist who has spent her winters
in Key West since the 1980s. She has published ten novels, a book of short sto-
ries, three books of non-fiction, and a number of books of children’s stories. Her
novel Foreign Affairs, which centers on the romantic liaisons of Americans in
England, won the Pulitzer Prize for fiction.
FEBRUARY 27 James Gleick is the author of The Information: A History, a
Theory, a Flood. His first book, Chaos, was a National Book Award and Pulitzer
Prize finalist and a national bestseller. His other books include the best-selling
biographies, Genius: The Life and Science of Richard Feynman and Isaac
Newton, both shortlisted for the Pulitzer Prize. His most recent book Time
Travel examines the porous boundary between pulp fiction and modern physics.
MARCH 6 Eugene Robinson is a columnist for the Washington Post and a well-
known TV pundit. in 2009, he received the Pulitzer Prize for Commentary for
“his eloquent columns on the 2008 presidential campaign that focus on the elec-
tion of the first African-American president, showcasing graceful writing and
grasp of the larger historic picture.” His books include Disintegration: The
Splintering of Black America, Last Dance in Havana, and Coal to Cream: A
Black Man’s Journey Beyond Color to an Affirmation of Race.
MARCH 13 Diana Abu-Jaber was born in Syracuse, New York to an American
mother and a Jordanian father. Her upbringing was the subject of her award-
winning memoir The Language of Baklava. Her latest novel, Birds of Paradise,
won the National Arab American Book Award and was named a top book pick
by the Washington Post, NPR, Chicago Tribune, and the Oregonian. Her most
recent book is the memoir Life Without a Recipe: A Memoir of Food and Family.
MARCH 20 Key Wet resident Stephen Kitsakos has worked as a theatre writer,
composer, musician, performing arts administrator, director and teacher. He has
written the libretti for the chamber operas The Wooden Sword and The White
Rooster. The first act of his most recent opera, A Thousand Splendid Suns, pre-
miered at the Studios of Key West last year.
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Mark your calendars for 
December 3rd, when the 

Friends of the Key West Library 
will hold their first book sale of the

season in the Library’s Palm Garden at 
700 Fleming Street. 

Every dollar raised during the sale
goes directly back to your library.

BOOK SALE
Saturday, December 3th 
Saturday, January 7th
Saturday, February 4th
Saturday, March 4th
Saturday, April 1st

from 9:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m.

GO GREEN!
Receive your FOL newsletter digitally. 

Email membership@folkw.org
and provide your name and email

address to make the change.

Join The Friends of the Key West Library
You can join Online at:  http://friendsofthekeywestlibrary.org
or by completing and returning this 2017 Membership Application.
■ $1000 Publisher       ■ $250 First Edition        ■ $50 Novel
■ $500   Scholar           ■ $100 Best Seller           ■ $25 Short Story
Name(s) ____________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

Phone ______________________________________________________

E-mail address ______________________________________________

Please make checks payable to:   The Friends of the Key West Library
Return check and application to: The Friends of the Key West Library
                                                1025 Fleming Street
                                                Key West, FL 33040

The Friends of the Monroe County Library in Key West, Florida, Inc. is a qualified
501(C)3 charitable organization registered in the state of Florida (license #CH30134).
A copy of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from the
division of consumer services by calling toll-free 1-800-435-7352 within the state.
Registration does not imply endorsement, approval, or recommendation by the state.

FRIENDS OF THE MONROE
COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
OF KEY WEST, FLORIDA, INC,
1025 FLEMING STREET
KEY WEST, FL 33040

Visit the Key West Library:
700 Fleming Street,

Key West Florida 33040
Phone 305-292-3595
www.keyslibraries.org

A copy of the official registration and financial 
information may be obtained from the Division of
Consumer Services by calling toll-free (800-435-
7352) within the state. Registration does not
imply endorsement, approval, or recommenda-
tion by the State. Registration #CH30134

*
If there is an asterisk after 

your name on the mailing label, 
it means it’s time for you to 

renew your membership.


