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THE VISION OF THE FRIENDS
IS AN OUTSTANDING 

KEY WEST LIBRARY WITH 
STRONG COMMUNITY SUPPORT

My interest in libraries started early, but I can pinpoint my
reliance on them during the cruel transition from middle school
to high school, when my insecurity about my looks peaked. So
when packs of children migrated to the cafeteria for lunch, I
escaped to the library to read. That began my lifelong involve-
ment with literature and libraries.

I volunteered at the public library in high school and then
worked at the Special Collections Library at the University of
Florida before eventually receiving a Master’s degree in English
and a Master’s degree in Library Science, both from the
University of South Florida in Tampa. I worked for nearly a
decade at the Volusia County Public Library System, until a year
ago, when I was welcomed to this remarkable island and its spe-

cial library with its impressive collection of Florida history and rarities, and its bright and
warm staff. I’m quite honored to work here and I look forward to a year of great program-
ming. 

That said, we’re particularly pleased to offer our second live concert of the new year on
February 6th  at 7 p.m. in the library’s Palm Garden. It’s an intimate jazz concert of piano and
vocals by recording artists Sonny & Perley presenting “Ella Unplugged: A

A LIFE IN LIBRARIES  
by Michael Nelson

I suspect most people of my boomer generation have fond memories of
a library from their childhood.  My first school, although new, did not have
a library, but our town did.  My earliest memories place it in a rather
cramped space next to the town offices, but, by the time I had entered
school, it had moved to new quarters in what had been a rather grand pri-
vate house on Main Street. The new library’s children’s department
featured a grand wrap-around porch, enclosed with a wall of windows.
The library had the great advantage of being located right next door to my
Aunt Mary’s, so we could stop off at the library and then visit with Aunt

Mary while waiting to be retrieved.
When I was in the fifth grade, we moved to the country, ten miles out.  My new school

was small, only one rather large (40+) class per grade, but it had a library, an unused class-
room full of books!  Each classroom also featured a wall-to-wall bookcase in the back, and
we were all required to read while the teachers were otherwise engaged.  A bookmobile from
town also visited weekly.   We still visited the main library frequently, however.  My mother
relied on it for the current bestsellers, and my siblings and I used it constantly for research
papers.  We discovered that there were “stacks” with nothing but shelves full of books and
that books could be ordered from other libraries.  I still visited Aunt Mary after the library;
on Wednesday nights, she would give me dinner before choir practice.

Eventually, the town built a new big modern library on the out-
skirts of town.  The old building was taken over by the local
historical society, and I still love to stop by there when I am in town.

LIBRARIES I HAVE KNOWN AND LOVED

Continued page 2

Kathleen Bratton
The theme for the February newsletter is “Love Your Library.” 
We hope you enjoy our library love stories! ― Roberta Isleib, editor
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The Friends of the Library newsletter is published monthly
from November through March. Please address all 
correspondence to editor, Roberta Isleib at:
1025 Fleming Street, Key West, FL  33040.

The mission of the Friends is to support, improve,
and promote the Key West Library through 
fundraising, volunteering, raising public interest 
in and advocacy for the library.

The Friends aren’t the only ones to love the
library. On December 6, Kathleen Bratton
gratefully accepted a check from the Key West
Parrot Head Club for $3200!

LOL is an acronym, as most
know it, for “laugh out loud” and is
commonly used as internet/text
slang.  However when I see LOL, I
see it as an acronym for “Love Our
Library.”

I started at the Key West Public
Library at the age of fourteen as a
teen volunteer. As a teen I was in
need of a place with no worries, a

place where I could laugh with friends and enjoy spending time.
That place for me was the Key West Public Library. I spent
almost every day after school and every summer helping with
programs, reading to younger children and even participating in
teen programs. By the time I graduated high school, I knew that

I wanted to work with kids in the same loving and joyful envi-
ronment that my children’s librarian Nancy Howanitz created.  I
started my first year of college determined to get my degree and
certifications in early childhood education, but as I began intern-
ships with schools and graduated with my degree, I realized
working for a school wasn’t what I wanted.  I wanted to be cre-
ative and have fun teaching children, but most importantly to
love my workplace.  I wanted to be a librarian because it was a
place full of laughter, joy, and love.  Now that I am the Sr.
Children’s Librarian, I try my best to honor the library by mak-
ing it a safe place for kids to have fun, learn, and laugh. I’ve tried
my hardest to create a special place where children can gather
and be themselves with no worries, just as my children’s librari-
an did for me.

As corny as it is to say I truly Love Our Library! Thank you!

Growing up in a small
town in Quebec south of
Montreal, we had no
library. There was nothing
for the English-speaking
people who made up 5% of
the population. My librari-
ans were my parents. Until
we learned to read, we
were read to regularly. Our
shelves were packed with
travel and art books, the

Books of Knowledge, dictionaries of facts, and children's
classics, and we welcomed books as gifts.

Yes, I feel I missed quite a lot by not having a library
to go to for books and special events, but I've come to
realize that to have a well-read population, kids need
parents who want them to read and share their love 
of books. Our Key West library helps us continue that
tradition.

A LIBRARY LOVE STORY
by Joanna Schmida

Tribute to Ella
Fitzgerald,” which will include music from her Great American
Songbook recordings and a few choice selections from her Pablo
Records albums. (In case of inclement weather, the performance
will be held in the Library Auditorium. Space is limited.)

Also, our Café con Libros series continues in February with
Kate Collins (the Flower Shop Mysteries), Mark Childress
(Crazy in Alabama), Tom Corcoran (the Alex Rutldege Key
West Murder Mysteries) and many more. Check the library’s
website for a full schedule.

A LIFE IN LIBRARIES CONT.

LOVE OUR LIBRARY
by Patricia Blanco
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FRIENDS OF THE 
LIBRARY LECTURES 2016
Mark Hedden and the lecture series committee have planned a wonderful line-up of
speakers for the 2016 season. 
The lectures will take place at 6 pm at the Key West Theater, 512 Eaton Street. 

FEBRUARY 1 Robert Richardson is a noted literary biographer of such iconic American
intellectuals as William James, Henry David Thoreau, and Ralph Waldo Emerson. Lincoln
Perry is a renowned painter and sculptor whose work has been shown in galleries across
the country. He has also created several commissioned murals at the University of
Virginia, amongst other locations. The two have recently collaborated on a project to be
published later this year focused on The Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam. Their project
includes both a new edition of The Rubaiyat, prefaced with an essay by Richardson and
approximately 40 illustrations by Perry, as well a dual biography by Richardson of both
Khayyam and FitzGerald.

FEBRUARY 8 Ann Beattie published her first short story in the New Yorker in 1974 and
has been chronicling the lives of her generation ever since. She has published 10 collec-
tions of short stories, eight novels, and has been widely anthologized. She has received
awards for excellence from the PEN/Faulkner Foundation and from the American
Academy and Institute of Arts and Letters. “Beattie’s stories are a master class in narrative
technique,” wrote William Deresiewicz in The Nation. Beattie and her husband, the
painter Lincoln Perry, have wintered in Old Town Key West for many years.

FEBRUARY 15 David Garrard Lowe is a well-regarded lecturer, cultural historian, and
author. His articles have appeared in The New York Times, The Wall Street Journal,
American Heritage, House & Garden, and City Journal, amongst other publications. His
books include Stanford White’s New York, Lost Chicago, Chicago Interiors, Beaux Arts
New York, and Art Deco New York. Lowe will speak about the brilliant and brief life of
Henri Toulouse-Lautrec. In 1881, Toulouse-Lautrec moved to Paris. He became the great-
est chronicler of the extraordinary bohemian atmosphere of Montmartre, painting the
singers, performers, and ladies of the night in the dance halls of the Moulin Rouge and
the Moulin de la Galette.

FEBRUARY 22 Rob O’Neal has been a photographer and sometimes columnist at the Key
West Citizen since 1997. In that time he has taken pictures of everyone from Bill and
Hillary Clinton to Oprah Winfrey to John Waters to Oliver North to Captain Tony and
Wilhelmina Harvey. His book Cuba Photo Safari will be published later this year. Over
40 over his photos are currently on display in “Islands in the (Gulf) Stream: A photogra-
phy exhibit of Key West & Cuba,” at the Key West Art & Historical Society’s Custom
House Museum.

FEBRUARY 29 Hallie Ephron writes suspense novels that she aims to be one part Alfred
Hitchcock, one part Mary Higgins Clark, and one part her own unique and wry take on
the world. Her hope is to keep her readers up nights. She is a three-time finalist for the
Mary Higgins Clark Award. Her book Writing and Selling Your Mystery Novel: How to
Knock ‘Em Dead with Style was nominated for both Edgar and Anthony awards. Hallie
grew up in Beverly Hills where her newest suspense novel, Night Night, Sleep Tight, is set.

Lincoln Perry

David Garrard Lowe

Hallie Ephron

Ann Beattie

Rob O’Neal

Robert
Richardson



Join The Friends of the Key West Library
You can join Online at:  http://friendsofthekeywestlibrary.org
or by completing and returning this 2016 Membership Application.
■ $1000 Publisher       ■ $250 First Edition        ■ $50 Novel
■ $500   Scholar           ■ $100 Best Seller           ■ $25 Short Story
Name(s) ____________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

Phone ______________________________________________________

E-mail address ______________________________________________

Please make checks payable to:   The Friends of the Key West Library
Return check and application to: The Friends of the Key West Library
                                                1025 Fleming Street
                                                Key West, FL 33040

The Friends of the Monroe County Library in Key West, Florida, Inc. is a qualified
501(C)3 charitable organization registered in the state of Florida (license #CH30134).
A copy of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from the
division of consumer services by calling toll-free 1-800-435-7352 within the state.
Registration does not imply endorsement, approval, or recommendation by the state.

FRIENDS OF THE MONROE
COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
OF KEY WEST, FLORIDA, INC,
1025 FLEMING STREET
KEY WEST, FL 33040

Mark your calendars for 
February 6th, 

when the Friends of the Key West
Library will hold their next book sale 

in the library’s Palm Garden at 
700 Fleming Street. 

Every dollar raised during the sale
goes directly back to your library.

BOOK SALE
Saturday, February 6th  

from 9:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m.

GO GREEN!
Receive your FOL newsletter digitally. 

Email membership@folkw.org
and provide your name and email

address to make the change.

Key West Library
700 Fleming Street,

Key West, Florida 33040
Phone 292-3595

www.keyslibraries.org

A copy of the official registration and financial 
information may be obtained from the Division of
Consumer Services by calling toll-free (800-435-
7352) within the state. Registration does not
imply endorsement, approval, or recommenda-
tion by the State. Registration #CH30134

*
If there is an asterisk after 

your name on the mailing label, 
it means it’s time for you to 

renew your membership.


