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THE VISION OF THE FRIENDS
IS AN OUTSTANDING 

KEY WEST LIBRARY WITH 
STRONG COMMUNITY SUPPORT

Between the Key West Literary Seminar, the Friends of the
Library Lecture Series and the Library’s Café con Libros ses-
sions, January in Key West is rife with opportunities to see a
variety of noted authors speak. Our Café con Libros series starts
on January 19th with Lucy Burdette and continues through
March 15th on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Our programs will also
feature Kate Collins, Barbara Ross, Matt Dukes Jordan and
Rosalind Brackenbury.

We thought we’d also add a little something different with a
live concert from an accomplished American folk act. After
more than a decade of world-wide touring and three album
releases, Rebecca Hall and Ken Anderson—otherwise known as
the duo Hungrytown—have earned a reputation for the high

quality and authenticity of their songwriting, and their songs has received extensive radio air-
play worldwide, including a recent live performance on BBC radio, and their music has
appeared on several television shows, including the hit series, Portlandia. This special after-
hours event is at 7pm, Friday, January 29th at the library. As always, it is free and open to
the public. Get the folk over here.

AT THE LIBRARY  
by Michael Nelson

Happy 2016!  So many books, so little time!  Do you have a plan for
your reading this year?  As a lawyer, I used to read so much technical mate-
rial that I limited my recreational reading almost exclusively to fiction.
Several years ago, however, after I stopped practicing, I began to feel very
guilty about all the unread non-fiction books sitting on my shelves.  (As
you may have guessed, I am a compulsive book buyer.  I admit it.  When I
work at the Friends’ book sales, I only permit myself to bring $5 so I will
not go too crazy with purchases.)  

I decided to develop a plan for reading that would include a variety of
non-fiction in addition to my usual fiction.  The first year of my plan I came up with 19 cat-
egories.  I listed them in a notebook, leaving spaces between each for what I call for
“mysteries” but in fact includes every variety of crime-related literature—hard-boiled, proce-
durals, cozies, thrillers, suspense, classics—everything.  By 2015, I had expanded to 36
categories!  I have included some classic literature as well.  I have been making my way
through the Brontes and should finish up with Villette this year.  I am also reading Trollope
in chronological order; in 2016 I expect to reread Framley Parsonage.  I do not always succeed
in reading a book of every type, but I can assure that my reading has become much more var-
ied. I hope you enjoy a lot of reading in the new year!
See you at the library! 

PRESIDENT’S NOTES

Kathleen Bratton

“The very existence of libraries affords the best evidence that
we may yet have hope for the future of man” 

― T. S. Eliot
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The Friends of the Library newsletter is published monthly
from November through March. Please address all 
correspondence to editor, Roberta Isleib at:
1025 Fleming Street, Key West, FL  33040.

The mission of the Friends is to support, improve,
and promote the Key West Library through 
fundraising, volunteering, raising public interest 
in and advocacy for the library.

The Friends congratulate
Senior Librarian and
Historian Tom Hambright
who has just passed the
milestone of thirty years of
service at the library. You
can find him in the Florida
History room. Tom is pic-
tured at left with his
grandson, Layton.

NOTE FROM THE CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT
by Patricia Blanco

As everything sinks back into normalcy after a month of holiday celebrations, the children’s
department is still in full swing with an array of programs for all ages.  Our Friday Teen Art Club
Book Club has become so popular; we’ve decided to extend the program to Saturdays for school
age kids. Our teens learn a new craft every Friday to present/teach to the younger crowd on
Saturdays. This program not only encourages kids to express their creative side, but it also sup-
ports leadership skills and collaboration.

None of this could be accomplished without the generosity of the Friends of the Library. With
their support, the library is able to offer many free cultural, recreational, and informational programs to our community.
We are able to offer our long standing summer reading programs, presentations by authors and other speakers, crafts pro-
grams, film programs, support for book discussion groups and many other exciting and worthwhile activities for all ages.
Thank you!

The Friends of the Key West Library are pleased to honor Mo Klopton as our
Unsung Hero of the year.  Mo is that dependable volunteer every nonprofit organiza-
tion needs, the person who comes in without fail year-round to do an important job.
In the library, that job is regular shelving of books, CD’s and DVD’s. Every
Tuesday Mo diligently sees that all returned items are back in place.

Mo came to Key West more than 20 years ago on vacation and, like so many oth-
ers living on this island, realized right away that Key West was the place for her.  She
emigrated from Scotland—-Mo is a native of Edinburgh and her proper name is
Morag—-as quickly as possible.  She had been working there in a library and then in
newspaper production, but she found that hospitality jobs were the available oppor-
tunities here.  When she retired, Mo started donating time to the library.  She loves
to read mysteries and finds all the popular mystery authors on the shelves at the
library as she works.  At the Friends of the Library book sales, she has found myster-
ies from “across the pond” that she enjoys—-Deborah Crombie, Peter Robinson and
Ian Rankin from her own Edinburgh—-and has built an impressive personal collec-
tion at home.

The Friends of the Key West Library as well as the library staff and patrons are
grateful for Mo’s diligent service to the library.

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY UNSUNG HERO, MO KLOPTON
by Joyce Drake

The new library tote
bags with this drawing
by Sal Salinero are
available for sale at
the Friends’ book
nook inside the library
and at our book sales.
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FRIENDS OF THE 
LIBRARY LECTURES 2016
Mark Hedden and the lecture series committee have planned a wonderful line-up of speakers for the
2016 season. The lectures will take place at 6 pm at the Key West Theater, 512 Eaton Street. 

JANUARY 11 Thomas McGuane has been publishing literary fiction for more than 45 years. His
early work, including the novels The Sporting Club and The Bushwacked Piano, was noted for its
razor-sharp wit, its incendiary take on American culture, and its double-clutch use of the English
language. 

McGuane lived in Key West throughout the 1970s and wrote two novels set here: Ninety-two
in the Shade, the story of a war between two backcountry fishing guides, and Panama, the tale of
the descent (and possible redemption) of a disgraced rock star, who also happened to be a Conch.
The novels were inspired by his then-turbulent personal life. For many they defined the wild ways
of Key West during the peak of the counterculture and drug-smuggling eras.

In the times since, McGuane’s use of language and narrative constructs have eased into a more
relaxed style of prose. He is a member of the American Academy of Letters, the Fly Fishing Hall
of Fame, and the National Cutting Horse Hall of Fame. 

He has lived primarily in Montana since the 1980s, and most of his latter work is set there. He
will be reading from Crow Fair, his third collection of short stories, which was published in 2015.

JANUARY 18  Early in his career Hal Crowther was a reporter and editor, working for publica-
tions such as Time and Newsweek. But he found his opinions kept getting in the way. His
syndicated column won the Baltimore Sun’s H.L. Mencken Writing Award in 1992 and a prize for
commentary from the American Association of Newsweeklies in 1998.

Crowther has written the “Dealer’s Choice” column at the Oxford American since 1994. He
has also published four books of essays and criticism, amongst them Unarmed But Dangerous,
Cathedrals of Kudzu, and Gather at the River, which was a finalist for the National Book Critics
Circle’s prize for criticism.

His most recent book is An Infuriating American: The Incendiary Arts of H.L. Mencken, pub-
lished in 2014. Crowther visits Key West from North Carolina and is married to the novelist Lee
Smith.

JANUARY 25  Judy Blume has been making up stories in her head all her life, but she did not begin
a concerted effort to write them down until her two children were in preschool. 
Since then she has sold more than 85 million books, and her work has been translated into 32 lan-
guages. Her novels Are You There God? It’s Me, Margaret, Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing,
Deenie, Forever, and Fudge, as well as several others, belong in the canon of young adult litera-
ture.

Several of her works have been targets of book banning campaigns due to their frank and con-
troversial (to some) portrayals of sex, sexuality, racism, childhood, and the human body. As a
result she has become an outspoken voice against censorship and for intellectual freedom.

Her latest work, In the Unlikely Event, is her fourth novel for adults. It is fiction set against
the background of real-life events, when a succession of airplanes crashed in her hometown of
Elizabeth, New Jersey. Blume told NPR: “The book is about how unlikely events can happen to us
at any time and how they change our lives and how when even tragedy strikes we go on.”

She and her husband George Cooper divide their time between Key West, New York, and
Martha’s Vineyard. They are fixtures of many Key West’s arts and cultural organizations.

Judy Blume

Thomas McGuane

Hal Crowther



Join The Friends of the Key West Library
You can join Online at:  http://friendsofthekeywestlibrary.org
or by completing and returning this 2016 Membership Application.
■ $1000 Publisher       ■ $250 First Edition        ■ $50 Novel
■ $500   Scholar           ■ $100 Best Seller           ■ $25 Short Story
Name(s) ____________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

Phone ______________________________________________________

E-mail address ______________________________________________

Please make checks payable to:   The Friends of the Key West Library
Return check and application to: The Friends of the Key West Library
                                                1025 Fleming Street
                                                Key West, FL 33040

The Friends of the Monroe County Library in Key West, Florida, Inc. is a qualified
501(C)3 charitable organization registered in the state of Florida (license #CH30134).
A copy of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from the
division of consumer services by calling toll-free 1-800-435-7352 within the state.
Registration does not imply endorsement, approval, or recommendation by the state.

FRIENDS OF THE MONROE
COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
OF KEY WEST, FLORIDA, INC,
1025 FLEMING STREET
KEY WEST, FL 33040

Mark your calendars for 
January 9th, 

when the Friends of the Key West
Library will hold their next book sale 

in the library’s Palm Garden at 
700 Fleming Street. 

Every dollar raised during the sale
goes directly back to your library.

BOOK SALE
Saturday, January 9th (2nd Saturday) 

from 9:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m.

GO GREEN!
Receive your FOL newsletter digitally. 

Email membership@folkw.org
and provide your name and email

address to make the change.

Key West Library
700 Fleming Street,

Key West, Florida 33040
Phone 292-3595

www.keyslibraries.org

A copy of the official registration and financial 
information may be obtained from the Division of
Consumer Services by calling toll-free (800-435-
7352) within the state. Registration does not
imply endorsement, approval, or recommenda-
tion by the State. Registration #CH30134

*
If there is an asterisk after 

your name on the mailing label, 
it means it’s time for you to 

renew your membership.


