
PRESIDENT’S NOTES
Greetings and welcome to the 2014-2015 Friends of the Library

season. I am pleased and privileged to have been selected by the Board
to serve as president for the coming year.  We get off to a rousing start
with our first book sale of the season in the Palm Garden on Saturday,
December 6.  Aficionados know that the many donations we receive
over the summer make this a not-to-be-missed occasion.

We are again planning  a series of free public lectures.  The first of
our 2015 Series will be held on Monday, January 19th, at the new
headquarters of The Studios of Key West on Eaton Street.  If you have
not already done so, this is your chance to check out their new space
while enjoying talks and discussions from writers.

Last year’s achievements by the Friends–over 2000 hours of vol-
unteer time devoted to the library and a gift of $50,000 to support its programs and
initiatives–will be a challenge to surpass, but we have every reason to believe that our com-
mitment to the library will remain as strong as ever.  Your donation of time is extremely
important to the Friends, whether helping at one of our public events like the book sales or
the lecture series, or working in the library at one of the many tasks supporting the staff.  Just
call the library or stop by to get started as a volunteer.

Of course, your financial support is important as well.  Our membership dues and other
financial contributions provide the support we give the library every year through its “wish
list.”  We hope that you will become a member of the Friends of the Library or renew your
membership today.  Simply go to www.friendsofthekeywestlibrary.org or fill out the form in
this newsletter and send us a check.  And as you are thinking about making end-of-the-year
charitable contributions, don’t forget the Friends.  Your financial support is critical to achiev-
ing our mission of an outstanding library with strong community support.

On behalf of the Friends’ Board, we thank you for your continuing commitment to the
Friends of the Key West Library.  We look forward to a fantastic season!

See you at the library! Kathleen Bratton
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Welcome back to all the Friends of the Library, time sure flies when you are having fun–
and we were busy. As always we had our popular and busy summer reading program for all
ages, but we paused to say hello and goodbye this year.  

Many of our patrons have been passing by the circulation desk to see two new faces that
have joined us over the summer.  We have hired two new employees at the front desk who are
eagerly waiting on our patrons. 

Our new Library Assistants are Wendi Ney and James Todd.
Wendi has almost 30 years’ experience dealing directly with the diverse type of patrons we

encounter daily at the Key West library. She recently worked at the Guild Hall Gallery and The
Seashell Cottage. Wendi also has a specialized skill, a voiceover business narrating “how-to”
videos and documentaries.

James is a natural fit here at our library; his mother and aunt were both librarians, and he
spent much of his childhood in libraries then later in bookstores. James also has extensive
experience with computers and video gaming. Congratulations to James on being a father to
a new baby girl! He began helping in the children’s department with our Baby and Me pro-
gram and looks forward to further helping out in the children’s department. 

AT THE LIBRARY 
by Robin Henderson
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The Friends of the Library newsletter is published monthly from
December through April. Editor, Roberta Isleib. 
Please address all correspondence to her at the library: 
700 Fleming Street, Key West, FL  33040.

The mission of the Friends is to support, improve,
and promote the Key West Library through 
fundraising, volunteering, raising public interest 
in and advocacy for the library.

We have a familiar face in the Children’s room, our library
assistant, Patricia Blanco is the new Sr. Librarian in the Youth
Services department; some of you may remember her as the
spunky library assistant teaching computer classes. She is
proud to say: “I am a conch,” and she has volunteered and
worked in this library since the age of 14! As the new
Children’s librarian, she hopes to help and give back to the
community in the same way it has helped her. 

We had already said goodbye to Nan Klingener, and now
we have said goodbye to Kris Neihouse and Marcos Gonzalez.
You might remember Kris as our Head of Circulation or Cat
Lady of the Library; she has accepted a new position at the
FKCC library.  Along with her, our library assistant Marcos
Gonzalez has also joined the FKCC library staff.  Soon we will
also be saying goodbye to Art Dubuc as well, as he is retiring
in December.  I guess it is time, since Art started working in a
library at the age of 10.  We still have Kenny Clark, Emily
Oesterling and Allison Rich who are still covering the busy
front desk, juggling incoming calls, supervising public comput-
er access, helping with movies, book clubs and meetings in our
community rooms. 

As always, we provide programs for all ages, ranging from
our book clubs, author talks, and computer classes, to exten-
sive programming for kids. The Friends of the Library have our
thanks for their generous donations of funds and volunteers to
help with our public programming. 

AT THE LIBRARY CONTINUED

WHY NOT VOLUNTEER?
by Roberta Isleib

Librarians Nancy Howanitz and Robin Henderson at the Friends nook

The board of the Key West Friends of the Library met for
the first time this 2014-15 season on November 11. Wonderful
plans have been laid over the summer, as you can see from the
upcoming lecture series. But lots has gone on behind the scenes
too. Molly Shallow spent 73 hours delivering books to visiting
ships. Tom Clements kept our finances in order. Marny Heinen
spearheaded a reworking of the program for the lecture series;
John Brett Buchanan generously donated his design expertise.
Margaret Ciardi planned ahead for how to use our volunteers’
services. The list would go on if I had the space, because every
board member puts a shoulder to the wheel. Volunteering for
the Friends brings many rewards—especially the knowledge
that our efforts provide materials and programs to the Key
West Library that would not otherwise be available. We have
positions available at the computer desk, the book sales, the
lecture series and ??? Won’t you join us? Email Margaret
Ciardi for more information: volunteer@folkw.org

Friends of the Library board members for the 2014-2015 season.

Friends of the Library’s 
BOOK SALE in the Palm Garden

December 6, 2014 9:30a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK! facebook.com/FriendsOfTheKeyWestLibrary

             



FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY
LECTURES 2014-2015
Judith Gaddis and the lecture series committee have planned a wonderful line-
up of speakers for the 2014-2015 season. The lectures will take place at 6 pm
at the new home of the Studios of Key West, 533 Eaton Street. 

JANUARY 19 Novelist, sports writer, world traveler, Michael Mewshaw has
written a lively memoir recalling his longtime friendship with Gore Vidal
whom he first met in Italy in the 1970s. 

JANUARY 26  Pulitzer Prize-winning author Alison Lurie will show slides
illustrating her latest work. The Language of Houses is an insightful explo-
ration of  the way buildings speak to us.

FEBRUARY 2  Phyllis Rose describes her new book, The Shelf, as an experi-
ment in off-road reading. It’s also a lively and absorbing foray into the world
of books.

FEBRUARY 9  Author and cultural historian  David Lowe talks about
Dorothy Parker and the celebrated group of New York City writers, critics,
actors and wits who held court at the famous Algonquin Hotel  Round Table
in the  1920’s

FEBRUARY 16  Jonathan Santlofer, painter and  author of five best-selling
mystery novels will show slides of his work and talk about the process of com-
bining two talents in words and pictures.

FEBRUARY 23  Popular pianist  Larry Smith has  had  a  long and varied
career  in the world of  jazz.  His narrative and  keyboard artistry will focus
on some of  the  legendary musicians who have inspired his own arrangements
and original compositions.

MARCH 2  In  a new collection of essays, novelist Edward Hower relates his
experiences leading a writing workshop for inmates in a New York State max-
imum security prison.

MARCH 9  Mark Childress, author of seven hilarious novels set in the South,
will read from personal favorites–Georgia Bottoms, Crazy in Alabama–and
talk about his experiences on the way to popular and critical acclaim.

MARCH 16  Historian and novelist Les Standiford has written a true-life
thriller. Desperate Sons tells the story of  Samuel Adams, Patrick Henry, John
Hancock and the secret  bands of  radicals who led the colonies during the
American  Revolution.

MARCH 23  Lou Harris in conversation with Richard Grusin. The Dean  of
public opinion polls shares his views of  important national and  internation-
al issues. There will also be plenty of time for questions from the audience.
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Membership Application
2014 - 2015

Now you can join the Friends of the Key West Library or renew your 
membership online using your PayPal account or any credit card by going 
to:  http://friendsofthekeywestlibrary.org Click the Join/Renew button
and proceed. You can also pay by check made out to Friends of the Key
West Library and mailed to 1025 Fleming Street, Key West, FL 33040.

nn $25     nn $50     nn $100     nn $250     nn $500    nn $1000

Name ______________________________________________________

Phone ______________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

E-mail address ______________________________________________

Newsletter by e-mail?    nn Yes      nn No

Friends of the Key West Library is a non-profit organization and memberships
are tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law. The more you give, the
greater the impact that the Friends can have helping the Key West Library.

FRIENDS OF THE MONROE
COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
OF KEY WEST, FLORIDA, INC,
1025 FLEMING STREET
KEY WEST, FL 33040

Mark your calendars for 
December 6, when the 

Friends of the Key West Library 
will hold their first book sale in the

Library’s Palm Garden at 
700 Fleming Street. 

Every dollar raised during the sale
goes directly back to your library.

BOOK SALE
Saturday, December 6 

from 9:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m.

GO GREEN!
Receive your FOL newsletter digitally. 

Email membership@folkw.org
and provide your name and email

address to make the change.

Key West Library
700 Fleming Street,

Key West Florida 33040
Phone 292-3595

www.keyslibraries.org

A copy of the official registration and financial 
information may be obtained from the Division of
Consumer Services by calling toll-free (800-435-7352)
within the state. Registration does not imply endorse-
ment, approval, or recommendation by the State.
Registration #CH30134

*
If there is an asterisk after 

your name on the mailing label, 
it means it’s time for you to 

renew your membership.

                                                        


