
PRESIDENT’S NOTES
The New Year seems to me a good time for remembering old

friends.  Have you thought about an old friend or acquaintance lately
and wondered why?  It can be interesting to explore what triggered that
particular recollection.

About forty years ago I worked in corporate government relations
with Jim Mack.   He was a warm and joyful person; reason enough why
he would come to mind at the start of a new year.  Unfortunately, Jim
died while he was still quite young.                                                    

Recently, I purchased a white shirt.  Never mind why.  Jim always
wore a white shirt, and always with a white tie.  Also, he had a collec-
tion of white sport jackets.  Jim believed that the epitome of style was
white on white.  Our wives did not share that opinion.  If I showed up

in his office wearing a white shirt and striped tie, Jim would reach in a desk drawer, extract
a white tie, and hand it to me across the desk.  Eventually, I returned the loaners.  Now I have
only two or three ties.  None are white.

One day I received a letter from Jim.  This was in the era before email or cell phones.
Unusual since we tended to conduct our business in person or by land line.  In the letter Jim
requested that I make some decisions in his client’s interest which would be very difficult for
me.  Jim had sent a copy of the letter to the client.  I telephoned Jim. 

“Didn’t you notice how I signed the letter?” he said.
I examined the signature line.  It read “J. P. Mack, P.N.A.” 
“Do you mean the ‘P.N.A.’,” I asked.
“Of course,” he replied, “that stands for ‘Pay No Attention.’”
For me, a delightful recollection of a charming man. Bob Miller
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As we move into February, the Key West library is totally staffed
with the exception of the Children’s Librarian position which has been
vacant since I left that job to become Administrator. Happily, everyone
seems to be settling into the New Year with focus and finesse.  

Our focus is always based on the community; it’s who we are and
what we do. In order to do this successfully our staff must stay on top
of current events, keep up to date with the latest in library technology,
and be able to provide accurate referrals to public resources as they
become available. Staff views multiple Webinars monthly on subjects
pertaining to the latest in library programing such as computer training,
creating story time programs, and library rules and regulations. 

We also provide interactive training for our staff. Through SWFLIN, (South West Florida
Library Network), in collaboration with the FKCC, (Florida Keys Community College),
librarians gather to share library-related information and services. This allows our local staff
the opportunity to meet other librarians face to face. It is a great opportunity to brainstorm
activities and discuss issues and concerns that develop within areas related to Florida. 

Attending library conventions throughout the year such as ALA, (American Library
Association), FLA, (Florida Library Association), and PLA (Public Library Association), are
even more important. On a much grander scale these conventions pro-

PROVIDING QUALITY SERVICE  
by Nancy Howanitz
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We are very grateful for the generous tip jar donations you
make to help offset the expenses of the lecture series.
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The Friends of the Library newsletter is published monthly from
November through April. Editor, Jane Newhagen. 
Please address all correspondence to her at the library: 
700 Fleming Street, Key West, FL  33040.

vide the latest in informational and technological services and
materials which are entirely beneficial to our library. By utiliz-
ing the information obtained we can provide quality service for
our community. 

PLA will be held in Indianapolis in March. As
Administrator here at Headquarters, I will be attending along
with Robin Henderson, Sr. Librarian Reference Services.
Numerous sessions will be made available in areas of education

and computers, marketing programs and libraries, and man-
agement as a whole. Workshops will also be offered for
developing library collections and developing community part-
nerships for programing. We are very excited and look forward
to collecting new ideas and sharing them with our staff, our
library and our patrons.  

We’re very grateful for the funding the Friends of the
Library provides for us to attend these important conventions
that are so important to our providing quality service to the
community.

The mission of the Friends is to support, improve,
and promote the Key West Library through 
fundraising, volunteering, raising public interest 
in and advocacy for the library.

by Sandy Stover
Book-lovers—especially those aficionados still disheart-

ened by rain-cancellation of the January outdoor book
sale—can revive their spirits by exploring the library’s recently
relocated indoor sales area.  Simply turn left at the library’s
front desk and head all the way back to the adult reference
area.  You can’t miss the welcoming browser-bench and shelves
of waiting books, nor the honor-system drop box asking but a
pittance per book.

With library staff cooperation, Denison Tempel currently
manages the acquisition, assessment, classification and storage
of all books entering the FOL book sale system.  His involve-
ment goes back two decades, originally as director of the entire
FOL book sale operation.  Tempel is obviously happy with the
new arrangement:

“The Friends of the Library have never had a ‘wish list’
but, if we did, having more space would certainly be given the
highest priority.  Thanks to the generosity of Nancy Howanitz
(our new administrator) and her delightful staff (who have to

do the backbreaking work of equipment rearrangments), the
Friends have been given an extravagance of shelving in the
Reference area to sell books. The Friends are ecstatic and, oh,
so grateful.”

“Twenty years ago when the Friends storeroom was built
off the back of the library, we thought of it as huge; before that
we were working out of metal sheds in the parking lot.  Over
the years our residents have overwhelmed our storage with
their exceedingly generous donations.  NOW, we will be able
to offer EVERY DAY during all the library's open-hours a
large selection of nearly new books at less than a quarter of
their original price AND hardback recent fiction and mysteries
at one dollar each.  I have to admit that I am dangerously
overexcited.  Thank you Key West Library Staff.”

Lyn Sprogell, coordinator of outdoor sales for the FOL, is
as pleased as Tempel about the new indoor set-up:  “Indoor
book sales are a staple of FOL fund-raising because the books
are available all of the time and the sales are not subject to
weather change—and, besides, the books are beautiful.”

Indeed, the relocation has inspired Nancy Howanitz,
Library Administrator, to write a poem:  

Hey Friends take a look
At the newest place made

To buy a book!

So check it out
This place for you

Take a seat
And browse a few.

The price is right
An inside deal

The Friends of the Library
And their new “Nook”

appeal!

QUALITY SERVICES CONTINUED

FOL INDOOR BOOK SALES RELOCATED
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FOL LECTURE SERIES 2014
The Friends of the Library are proud to introduce leading figures in the world of books, 
art, and ideas. Programs take place at the Studios of Key West historic armory building, 
600 White Street. Seating begins at 5:30 p.m. Programs start promptly at 6 p.m.

FEBRUARY 3  Hal Crowther is an award-winning journalist and humorist who writes about
politics and controversial issues in the South. His eloquent essays on culture, history, politics,
religion, arts, and literature have established him as one of the most influential Southern jour-
nalists of his generation.

Crowther was born in Halifax, Nova Scotia. The son of an American naval officer, he is a
graduate of Williams College and the Columbia University Graduate School of Journalism.

The titles of his bestselling books give a hint about his interests and concerns: Gather at
the River: Notes from the Post-Millennial South, Cathedrals of Kudzu: A Personal Landscape
of the South,  Unarmed but Dangerous: A Withering Attack on All Things Phony, Foolish, and
Fundamentally Wrong With America Today. Crowther is currently working on a book about
H. L. Mencken, which will be the subject of his program.

FEBRUARY 10  John Leslie will read from his new novel, Border Crossing. Born in Utah,
Leslie grew up in Oklahoma and Kansas and worked on a Wyoming cattle ranch before fin-
ishing college. For the next 10 years he taught English in Italy, Libya, Saudi Arabia, and Iran. 

Arriving in Key West in the 70’s, he tended bar; worked as a construction worker, a com-
mercial fisherman, and a cab driver, wrote articles for the original Solares Hill; and pursued his
life-long goal of writing fiction. He wrote and published a book a year, ending with the popu-
lar Gideon Lowry mysteries.  Killing Me Softly, Night and Day, Blue Moon and Love for Sale
are all set in Key West.

A few years ago, he decided to work on a more profound story that had been brewing for
a while. Working as a long-haul trucker crisscrossing the country in an 18 wheeler, he wrote
Border Crossing which tells the compelling story of a boy growing up on a small Texas horse
ranch and traces his journey to manhood as he faces shattering events in America, Afghanistan,
and Mexico. These days, Leslie divides his time between Key West and Sonoma, California.

FEBRUARY 17  David Garrard Lowe’s program, The Invention of the Riviera, will take the
audience to the French Riviera. Until the early 19th century, it was a region of olive groves and
sleepy fishing villages which began to change dramatically during the 1830s with the arrival of
an English noble, Lord Brougham, at Cannes. This began its transformation from a provincial
backwater into the celebrated Côte d’Azur, a gilded world of casinos, yachts, and private vil-
las. Gerald and Sarah Murphy, Cole Porter, F. Scott Fitzgerald, and Ernest Hemingway,
expatriates all, made Antibes and Beaulieu-sur-Mer the places to be seen.  

David Garrard Lowe is a lecturer, cultural historian, and author. His articles have appeared
in The New York Times, The Wall Street Journal, American Heritage, House & Garden, and
City Journal. His books include Stanford White’s New York, Lost Chicago, Chicago Interiors,
Beaux Arts New York, and Art Deco New York. He is president of The Beaux Arts Alliance in
New York City and often lectures and participates in French/American cultural events. In 2012
he was honored by the French government with the insignia of Chevalier dans l’Ordre des Arts
et des Lettres. 

FEBRUARY 24  Vallerie Hird will talk about her extraordinary travels and how her many
unusual experiences have influenced her work. Hird graduated with a BFA from Rhode Island
School of Design and an MFA from Vermont College. She is an adjunct professor of art at Saint
Michael’s College in Colchester, Vermont where she has taught drawing for ten years. For the
past 25 years during summer breaks, she has traveled to the Middle East and Central Asia—
Morocco, Egypt, Turkey—where she developed deep creative ties to the people of those
countries. Her work explores cultural mythologies and the roles they play in Eastern and
Western societies. Although her primary media are oil and watercolor, she also works in draw-
ing, printmaking, video, and artist books.

In New York City she is represented by the Nora Haime Gallery. The United Nations Art
in Embassies program has twice acquired Hird’s work for their embassies in Turkey and Chile.
Other collections include the U.S. State Department, Museum of Art, Rhode Island School of
Design, Fleming Museum, and Standard Charter Bank.zine.

Hird visits Key West frequently and shows her work locally at Lucky Street Gallery.

Hal Crowther

John Leslie

David Gerrard Lowe

Valerie Hird

                                      



Membership Application
2014 - 2015

Now you can join the Friends of the Key West Library or renew your 
membership online using your PayPal account or any credit card by going 
to:  http://friendsofthekeywestlibrary.org Click the Join/Renew button
and proceed. You can also pay by check made out to Friends of the Key
West Library and mailed to 1025 Fleming Street, Key West, FL 33040.

nn $25     nn $50     nn $100     nn $250     nn $500    nn $1000

Name ______________________________________________________

Phone ______________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

E-mail address ______________________________________________

Newsletter by e-mail?    nn Yes      nn No

Friends of the Key West Library is a non-profit organization and memberships
are tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law. The more you give, the
greater the impact that the Friends can have helping the Key West Library.

FRIENDS OF THE MONROE
COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
OF KEY WEST, FLORIDA, INC,
1025 FLEMING STREET
KEY WEST, FL 33040

The Friends of the Library
BOOK SALES

will be held in the Library Garden 
from 9:30 until 1:30

on the following Saturdays:
Saturday, February 1, 2014
Saturday, March 1, 2014
Saturday, April 5, 2014

GO GREEN!
Receive your FOL newsletter digitally. 

Email membership@folkw.org
and provide your name and email

address to make the change.

Key West Library
700 Fleming Street,

Key West Florida 33040
Phone 292-3595

www.keyslibraries.org

A copy of the official registration and financial 
information may be obtained from the Division of
Consumer Services by calling toll-free (800-435-7352)
within the state. Registration does not imply endorse-
ment, approval, or recommendation by the State.
Registration #CH30134

*
If there is an asterisk after 

your name on the mailing label, 
it means it’s time for you to 

renew your membership.

                                                  


