
PRESIDENT’S NOTES
It is truly a pleasure to welcome our returning directors and vol-

unteers.  All of them make it possible for Friends of the Library to focus
on its mission to support, improve, and promote the Key West Library
through fundraising, volunteering, raising public interest in and advo-
cacy for the library.  You may have noticed that I tend to heap a lot of
praise on this amazing group of people who give unstintingly of their
time and energy, and many of their financial resources. 

Volunteer power is the fuel that drives the organizational engines
of the many outstanding groups which enrich our community.  With so
many opportunities for volunteer energy, we are grateful for the signif-
icant measure which comes our way.

A lot of that energy will be in evidence at our opening Palm Garden
Book Sale on Saturday, December 7, 2013.  Great book bargains!  Stop

by from 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.  Catch up with old friends and make some new ones.  Also,
there are lots of opportunities for new volunteers!
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In 1823, Commodore David
Porter wrote a letter ordering that an
American flag be raised at
Thompson's Island (later known as
Key West) to establish the Navy’s
Anti-Piracy Squadron. That letter is at
the centerpiece of an extraordinary,
professionally-curated collection of
Keys related documents, photographs
and memorabilia recently donated to
the Florida History department of the
Monroe County Public Library.

Enabled by an anonymous gift,
the Key West Maritime Historical
Society purchased the collection from
Scott DeWolfe (a rare books/antiqui-
ties seller with a passion for Key West)
specifically for the Library’s Florida
History department.

DeWolfe, members of the Key
West Maritime Historical Society, and
city and county officials welcomed the
collection to the Library on Thursday,
October 10.

FOUNDING DOCUMENT RETURNS 
by Anne Rice

continued on page 2
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THE VISION OF THE FRIENDS
IS AN OUTSTANDING 

KEY WEST LIBRARY WITH 
STRONG COMMUNITY SUPPORT

Friends of the Library’s 
BOOK SALE in the Palm Garden

December 7, 2013 9:30a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

Key West’s “Magna Carta”: Commodore Porter orders the
American flag hoisted at Thompson’s Island, 1823.
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The Friends of the Library newsletter is published monthly from
November through April. Editor, Jane Newhagen. 
Please address all correspondence to her at the library: 
700 Fleming Street, Key West, FL  33040.

The mission of the Friends is to support, improve,
and promote the Key West Library through 
fundraising, volunteering, raising public interest 
in and advocacy for the library.

by Tom Clements
I hope most of you have attended our booksales held at

9:30 AM on the first Saturday of each month from December
through April in the Palm Garden next to the Library. For
many of us they are one of the highlights of the Key West sea-
son. All of us can enjoy the search for the elusive must-have
book at a ridiculously low price, the chance to connect with
neighbors you may not have seen for a while, and the feel good
atmosphere of supporting the Library. You may be interested
in some of the behind-the-scenes history.

The sales go back at least to the founding of the Friends in
1975 and were originally held inside the Library. However,
when the Palm Garden became a reality nearly 25 years ago,
they moved outside to their present rather idyllic spot. Since
the beginning, the sales have served and supported a number
of causes. They offer a way for most of us to recycle books and
make room for new ones on our bookshelves. They provide
the basis for some of the Friends lesser known activities such
as providing selections of books to visiting naval ships from all
nations and to the inmates at the jail. 

Originally, our volunteers provided all the support for the
sales. This included sorting and storing the books as they
arrived, moving them to the sales tables for the sale, collecting
the money and re-stocking tables during the sale, and then
moving the unsold books back to the storeroom after the sale.
About 15 years ago we realized this wasn’t working. Our
workload was increasing, our volunteers getting older, and
unless we got some paid help the whole system was going to

collapse. We now have help both for the intake/triage/sort-
ing/pricing process and managing the sale itself. In addition,
we have been greatly assisted by Monroe County who pro-
vides trusties at the start and end of each sale to do the heavy
lifting of books to and from the storeroom. However, our vol-
unteers are still the heart of the operation providing  the
overall supervision and the cashiers and restocking during the
sale.

Our sales have been growing over time as shown below:

With yearly costs of about $5,000 for our booksale activ-
ities, you will see that with your purchases at the booksales, we
are raising nearly $5,000 a year to support the Library. This is
truly a win-win-win situation for all concerned and it is thanks
to you, the Friends and Patrons, that it is possible.

Other treasures include dozens of never-seen-before stere-
oviews of Key West, an 1847 reward poster for a Key West Jail
escapee, 1885 Incorporation documents for the Board of Trade
which later grew into the Chamber of Commerce, an 1825 let-
ter from a new resident to his mother describing the island city,
local cigar memorabilia and a photograph of Asa Tift’s house,
now known as the Hemingway House.

“This donation adds remarkable new information and
documentation to the collection, many things that I haven’t
seen before,” says Historian Tom Hambright. “Researchers
and residents will all benefit,” he adds.

News of the donation received widespread coverage,
including the Key West Citizen, Miami Herald and the
Associated Press. NPR and WLRN also picked up the story on
their websites, thanks to the compelling photo selections and
writing by Key West Library’s Nan Klingener.

The Florida History department relies exclusively on the
generosity of private collectors to acquire its holdings. Notable
donations include the Heritage House collection from the

Campbell, Poirier and Pound families, the Dale M. McDonald
collection, Wright Langley’s images, and the Wilhelmina
Harvey collection. The Library’s online gallery of digitized
images (viewed at http://bit.ly/keyspix) has surpassed its 4 mil-
lionth hit.

DOCUMENT RETURNS CONTINUED

FOL BOOK SALES

Fort Taylor and ship in the harbor C 1865. From the De Wolfe and
Wood Collection.

        



FRIENDS OF THE
LIBRARY LECTURES 2014
The Friends of the Library are proud to introduce leading figures in the
world of books, art, and ideas. Programs take place at the Studios of
Key West historic armory building, 600 White Street. Seating begins at
5:30 p.m. Programs start promptly at 6 p.m.

JANUARY 13 Billy Collins, one of America’s favorite and most accessi-
ble poets, will delight fans with readings of new work and some perennial
favorites.

JANUARY 20  Carey Winfrey has spent a year filming and interviewing
writers who spend extended time in Key West. His video includes top
American authors as well as new voices on their way up.

JANUARY 27  Lee Smith writes short stories and novels with enthralling
plots. She’ll read from her newest, Guests on Earth, set in the 1930’s in a
mental asylum, where fact and fiction are intertwined.

FEBRUARY 3  Hal Crowther is a widely-published journalist and
humorist who writes about politics and controversial issues in the South.
Currently, he is working on a book about H. L. Mencken.

FEBRUARY 10  John Leslie, known for his mystery series set in Key West,
now takes readers to a horse farm in Texas. Border Crossing tells the
compelling story of a young boy’s journey to manhood as he faces crucial
events in contemporary America.

FEBRUARY 17  David Garrard Lowe, popular author and cultural histo-
rian, offers a lecture with slides. “The Invention of the Riviera” follows
Cole Porter, Picasso, Gerald and Sarah Murphy, the Fitzgeralds and oth-
ers to the South of France in the 1920s and 30s.

FEBRUARY 24  Painter, teacher, intrepid traveler Valerie Hird shows
slides of her trips to North Africa and the Middle East and tells how her
experiences have influenced her artwork.

MARCH 3  Robert Stone writes insightful novels tinged with dark
humor–often set in exotic landscapes. He’ll read from his latest work
Death of the Black-Haired Girl.

MARCH 10  Hy Conrad. Along with page-turning mystery fiction and
numerous books of crime puzzles, Hy Conrad is also known for his inno-
vative scripts for the quirky TV detective series Monk.

MARCH 17  The Dean of public opinion polls Lou Harris delivers his
annual political forecast with insider views of national and international
issues that concern us all.
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Membership Application
2013 - 2014

Now you can join the Friends of the Key West Library or renew your 
membership online using your PayPal account or any credit card by going 
to:  http://friendsofthekeywestlibrary.org Click the Join/Renew button
and proceed. You can also pay by check made out to Friends of the Key
West Library and mailed to 1025 Fleming Street, Key West, FL 33040.

nn $25     nn $50     nn $100     nn $250     nn $500    nn $1000

Name ______________________________________________________

Phone ______________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

E-mail address ______________________________________________

Newsletter by e-mail?    nn Yes      nn No

Friends of the Key West Library is a non-profit organization and memberships
are tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law. The more you give, the
greater the impact that the Friends can have helping the Key West Library.

FRIENDS OF THE MONROE
COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
OF KEY WEST, FLORIDA, INC,
1025 FLEMING STREET
KEY WEST, FL 33040

The Friends of the Library
BOOK SALES

will be held in the Library Garden 
from 9:30 until 1:30

on the following Saturdays:

Saturday, December 7, 2013
Saturday, January 4, 2014
Saturday, February 1, 2014
Saturday, March 1, 2014
Saturday, April 5, 2014

GO GREEN!
Receive your FOL newsletter digitally. 

Email membership@folkw.org
and provide your name and email

address to make the change.

Key West Library
700 Fleming Street,

Key West Florida 33040
Phone 292-3595

www.keyslibraries.org

A copy of the official registration and financial 
information may be obtained from the Division of
Consumer Services by calling toll-free (800-435-7352)
within the state. Registration does not imply endorse-
ment, approval, or recommendation by the State.
Registration #CH30134

*
If there is an asterisk after 

your name on the mailing label, 
it means it’s time for you to 

renew your membership.

                                                      


