
PRESIDENT’S NOTES
A while ago – a long while ago – a company which manufactured

desk top computers invited some of the people in the company which
employed me to their corporate office for a three-day orientation.  I
was expecting a hands-on computer class, but the course was market-
ing oriented.  A main theme was the “paperless office”.  From the
outset, my colleagues and I were skeptical about this concept.  I suspect
that those of us who remain interested are still in that frame of mind.  

So, whatever became of the “paperless office”, let alone the
“paperless society”, an idea which has been around for decades?  Many
academic libraries assumed that once their paper card catalogs and
periodical indexes were replaced with electronic versions, students and
faculty would download everything electronically.  Well, that never
happened.  Everybody still wants to print out everything, and they’re

willing to pay for it, even when they can email the same information to themselves and read
it on their own computers!  Do you think I could get my company departments to store every-
thing electronically?  Certainly, but they hard-copied every item first!  Well, here’s to print
junkies wherever they are, myself included.

I was reminded of that past history by the recent Wall Street Journal article headlined
“Don’t Burn Your Books – Print Is Here To Stay.”  I did not find that hard to believe, and
some of the confirming statistics were quite heartwarming.  Like, only 16% of Americans
have actually purchased an e-book, and 59% said they have no interest in buying one; and
(from Pew Research) that nearly 90% of e-book readers continue to read physical volumes.
Friends of the Key West Library has some reading figures of our own, equally heartwarming.
The few thousand books that are carried out of the Palm Garden with enthusiasm at each of
our book sales speak volumes (sorry) for the staying power of the “paper society”.  Carry
some out yourself.  There are two more Saturday opportu-
nities, March 2 and April 6. Bob Miller
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On March 10, 2013, Monroe County Sheriff’s Office Sgt. Ronald
Roberts is retiring.  He has supervised the Sheriff’s work details at the Key
West Library for years and often stood guard at our front desk.  We will
miss Sgt. Ronnie but we wish him and his family well.   

Monroe County Officers have been on duty in the Key West Library
since 1999.  County funds spent on our deputies could not be put to a bet-
ter use.  When our library is remarkably tranquil, we are time and again
asked why an officer is needed.  The answer: Because it’s working!  The
presence of a Sheriff’s Department uniformed officer is a deterrent to dis-
ruptive library patrons’ improper behavior.  We appreciate having a
trained officer neutralize a confrontation before it escalates into vio-

lence—or utilize proper law enforcement techniques when an agitator must be trespassed or
arrested.  Likewise, the Sheriff Department vehicles in our parking lot have decreased all sorts
of…let’s just say: “Mischief!”  

In addition to safety and security, the officers have provided valuable community relations.
Several officers year after year portray “Santa Claus” at our numerous Christmas programs
for awestruck preschoolers and kindergarteners.  Several deputies gave tours of the Monroe
County C.S.I. van for our summer reading program to show kids how officers solve crimes in
the Keys. One deputy will often purchase books and donate them to
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The Friends of the Library newsletter is published monthly from
November through April. Editor, Jane Newhagen. 
Please address all correspondence to her at the library: 
700 Fleming Street, Key West, FL  33040.

KEY WEST -  “MILITARY OUTPOST TO TRAVEL MECCA” 
by Anne Rice

The mission of the Friends is to support, improve,
and promote the Key West Library through 
fundraising, volunteering, raising public interest 
in and advocacy for the library.

You'll want to be on hand at 7:00p.m. in the Library
Auditorium on March 13th to enjoy Bob Kerstein’s lecture for
the Key West Maritime Historical Society lecture on the evolu-
tion of Key West from military outpost to travel mecca.
Kerstein’s newest book, Key West on the Edge, has been nom-
inated for the 2012 Florida Historical Society's Tebeau Award
for best Florida history book of the year.

Robert Kerstein, a Professor of Government at the
University of Tampa (and long-time official historian of
Tampa), is a welcome fixture in the Key West Library Florida
History Department during academic breaks. Here’s what he
says about our own favorite library and historian:

“The Key West Public Library was my ‘home away from
home’ for the many years that I worked on Key West on the
Edge. I usually stayed at Eden House or at a friend’s house on
Elizabeth Street, just a short walk to the library.  I could not
have written the book without the library resources provided
by Tom Hambright and library staff.  I very much enjoyed my
time researching in the Florida History room and eavesdrop-
ping on the conversations that people engaged in there. Tom

Hambright is indispensable. He would go into the back vault
and emerge with whatever I asked for, plus much more, and
also answered all my questions, no matter how bizarre they
might have been.”

Tom Hambright recently reviewed Bob’s book for the
Library website:

This excellent new book describes how Key West invented
an economy based on mass tourism after major cutbacks in the
once-thriving military which had been the driving force in Key
West life from 1940 to 1970. After years of research and
countless interviews with everyone that would talk to him, Dr.
Kerstein documents how the changes occurred without
destroying the things that make Key West unique.

The first part of the book covers the history of the Island
up to the closing of the Naval Station in 1974. Kerstein docu-
ments in detail the failed attempt during the Great Depression
by the Federal Government to create the “Bermuda of
America”.

He accurately explains the challenges of the major reces-
sion of the 1970s and the oil embargo

our library. Many deputies donate
candy and plastic eggs—and help
hide them—for our renowned
Annual Easter Egg Hunt.  Another
officer dresses up for every
Halloween.  This past year he
grossed out our teens with bloody
guts and head wounds—a great cos-
tume and make-up!  These services
are volunteer efforts provided dur-
ing the deputies’ off-duty time.

While on duty, some deputies
have lent a helping hand by moni-
toring the children’s room during

programs.  These pleasant officers make friends with our
young patrons who learn by interacting with the officers to
trust and respect—not fear—those in law enforcement.  

Our library is situated in a vacation spot wherein even city
commissioners promote drinking and debauchery.  Revelers
and work folk alike—local and visitors—use our Internet and
Wi-Fi access in various states of attire and sobriety. Our
patrons include destitute runaway teenagers, hard-working

local business owners, affluent snowbirds in town for a few
months as well as citizens living disconnected from society
who regularly seek out our bathrooms and air conditioning.
Some patrons are Veterans battling PTSD who value our quiet
areas.  Others are fighting battles with their own real or imag-
ined demons.  Children do homework while patrons between
jobs file for unemployment and struggle to fill out online job
applications or to file their tax returns.  All the while, many
blissful patrons tell us how lovely and relaxing is our library,
so quaintly nestled in a carefree, sunny paradise.  

Our library patrons reflect our diverse community.  We
welcome everyone who comes through our doors.  But we
especially welcome our deputies—past, present and future.
They insure that to the best of our abilities, we can provide a
safe environment for those who uphold and benefit from our
County Code and Library Mission: To provide for the educa-
tional, recreational and informational needs and interests of
our community in a quiet and orderly atmosphere conducive
to every library patron’s constitutionally protected interest in
receiving and reading written communications. 

Happy retirement, Sgt. Roberts!  You have earned it!
Thanks to you and all your fine Monroe County Sheriff’s
Department Deputies!

SHERIFF continued from page 1

Sgt. Ronald Roberts
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The Friends of the Key West Library are on Facebook! 
Like us and stay informed about all the latest news.  

http://www.facebook.com/FriendsOfTheKeyWestLibrary
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Lou Harris

John Martini

Paul Hendrickson

MARCH FOL LECTURES 2013
The Friends of the Library are proud to introduce leading figures in the world of books, art, and
ideas. Programs take place at the Studios of Key West historic armory building, 600 White Street.
Seating begins at 5:30 p.m. Programs start promptly at 6 p.m.

MARCH 4  Paul Hendrickson’s most recent book, Hemingway’s Boat, was published by Alfred A.
Knopf in the fall of 2011. He spent seven years on it. It was a national best-seller and a finalist in biog-
raphy for the National Book Critics Circle Award. His book previous to this, Sons of Mississippi, also
from Knopf, won the National Book Critics Circle Award in general nonfiction and the Heartland Prize
presented annually by the Chicago Tribune. 

Hendrickson was born in California but grew up in the Midwest and in a Catholic seminary in the
Deep South, where he studied seven years for the missionary priesthood. This became the subject of his
first book, published in 1983: Seminary: A Search. His other books are: Looking for the Light: The
Hidden Life and Art of Marion Post Wolcott (a finalist for the 1992 National Book Critics Circle
Award); and The Living and the Dead: Robert McNamara and Five Lives of a Lost War (finalist for the
National Book Award in 1996). 

Hendrickson has degrees in American literature from St. Louis University and Penn State. Before
joining the faculty at the University of Pennsylvania, Hendrickson worked for thirty years in daily jour-
nalism. He was a staff feature writer at the Washington Post from 1977 to 2001. He will read from and
talk about Hemingway’s Boat.

MARCH 11   Lou Harris, the Dean of American pollsters offers his annual political forecast. His insid-
er’s take on events in Washington and around the globe is always informative.

MARCH 18  Working in new and recycled steel, John Martini uses a cutting torch to transform base
metal into complex sculptures His new, multi-dimensional work includes extraordinary depictions of
birds, animals, and human figures. Many of his figurative pieces have graced Sculpture Key West.

Martini lives and works in Key West, Florida and Veuxhaulles-Sur-Aube, France. His sculptures are
shown internationally in galleries and museums including Lucky Street Gallery in Key West, Sandler
Hudson Gallery in Atlanta, GA, the Shidoni Annual in New Mexico, Galerie Antoine Laurentin in Paris,
France and Galleria Santamarta in Milan, Italy. His works are extensively represented in private and
public collections including the large installation, "Head2Head,", an 80foot tall sculpture on a major
highway at the Grounds for Sculpture in Hamilton, New Jersey. He had a one-man exhibition in Paris
in 2011and shows in Key West and Atlanta in 2012.

with resulting gasoline shortages and price increases. At the same
time, Key West’s thriving shrimp industry began its steady decline
and disappeared by the late 1980s.

Despite all the obstacles, the tourist industry was growing
when the adverse publicity from the Mariel Boatlift destroyed the
business in 1980.  The next blow came when the Federal
Government created the roadblock at Florida City with traffic
delays that killed travel from South Florida to the Keys. Key West
countered with the Conch Republic and received national public-
ity, which helped make the Florida Keys one of the top tourist
destinations in the country. These and many other stories are in
this fine book.

A must read for anyone interested in Key West history and
economy.  Solares Hill wrote “The best book on our town since
Joy Williams’ classic on our place, ‘The Florida Keys: A History
and Guide,’ now in its 10th edition.”

The book was published by The University Presses of Florida
and is available at all book sellers. Go to http://bit.ly/KW_edge to
access the book in our library catalog. Or purchase (books and
more) through this Amazon link and the library gets a portion of
sales in credits: http://bit.ly/kw_lib.

Returning from Sand Key fishing trip, 1912. From the col-
lection of Rosalie & Bascom Grooms, Sr. For more images
from the Library vault, visit http://bit.ly/keyspix
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Membership Application
2012 - 2013

Now you can join the Friends of the Key West Library or renew your 
membership online using your PayPal account or any credit card by going 
to:  http://friendsofthekeywestlibrary.org Click the Join/Renew button
and proceed. You can also pay by check made out to Friends of the Key
West Library and mailed to 1025 Fleming Street, Key West, FL 33040.

o $25     o $50     o $100     o $250     o $500   o $1000

Name ______________________________________________________

Phone ______________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

E-mail address ______________________________________________

Newsletter by e-mail?    o Yes      o No

Friends of the Key West Library is a non-profit organization and memberships
are tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law. The more you give, the
greater the impact that the Friends can have helping the Key West Library.

FRIENDS OF THE MONROE
COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
OF KEY WEST, FLORIDA, INC,
1025 FLEMING STREET
KEY WEST, FL 33040

The Friends of the Library
BOOK SALES

will be held in the Library Garden 
from 9:30 until 1:30

on the following Saturdays:

Saturday, March 2, 2013
Saturday, April 6, 2013

GO GREEN!
Receive your FOL newsletter digitally.

Email membership@folkw.org
and provide your name and email

address to make the change.

Key West Library
700 Fleming Street,

Key West Florida 33040
Phone 292-3595

www.keyslibraries.org

A copy of the official registration and financial 
information may be obtained from the Division of
Consumer Services by calling toll-free (800-435-7352)
within the state. Registration does not imply endorse-
ment, approval, or recommendation by the State.
Registration #CH30134

*
If there is an asterisk after 

your name on the mailing label, 
it means it’s time for you to 

renew your membership.


