
PRESIDENT’S NOTES
I never cease to be amazed at the banquet of activities offered

us on our island paradise. Truly, there is something for everyone to
explore and enjoy.  We can seek the comfort of long-time favorite
haunts, or try a completely new experience.  For those who do not
want to miss anything, go for it.  We will get out of your way and
cheer you on.  You will have quite a challenge, but what a fun avo-
cation – pursuit of everything!                                                     

For those of us who travel at a more leisurely pace, there are
ample opportunities to nourish mind and body, even at the same
time.  Take a walk or ride your bike to The Studios of Key West
on one or more of the next seven Monday evenings.  There, many
residents and guests look forward to the Friends of the Library
Lecture Series.  World class authors read from their work, often
with a peek at what lies ahead in a new offering.  Many talk about

the writing process, and how they came to be writers.  Exciting, informative, entertaining.
The lectures are free and open to the public. Doors open at 5:30 P.M. and seating is “first
come, first served”.  Lectures begin at 6 P.M. and end promptly at 7 P.M.

Whether you are in pursuit of everything or just intent on making it to a favorite author’s
Monday night lecture, somewhere along the way be sure to visit the
Key West Library, a delightful offering on our activities banquet table. Bob Miller
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Through the generosity of our Friends of the Key West Library, last
year’s Wish List included a provision for building our E-book collection.
Many patrons have iPads, Kindles, Nooks and other electronic reading
devices they can use to download E-books (to read or to listen to) from
our library collection. We have been regularly adding to our E-book col-
lection and now have over 900 titles available for a two-week download
from our catalogue as provided through OverDrive.

Still, as librarians doing E-book collection development, we are facing
challenges.  The American Library Association (ALA) supports E-books in
libraries and is communicating with publishers to find a common ground
for providing E-Book’s to library patrons.  As ALA explains:  

~ Print books are purchased as physical copies that the library owns.  
~ Publishers typically license—rather than sell—access to E-books.
~ Licensing terms of E-books vary among publishers:
~ Simon & Schuster has never offered their E-books to libraries. 
~ Macmillan has never offered their E-books to libraries but announced plans to explore

how they might do so.
~ Penguin previously offered E-books to libraries through OverDrive then discontinued its

relationship with OverDrive in February 2012.  
~ HarperCollins and Random House have always offered E-books to libraries, but…
~ In February 2011, HarperCollins limited new titles to circulate only 26 times before the

license expired.

DO YOU HAVE E-BOOKS AT YOUR LIBRARY?
by Christine Dunn

continued on page 2
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THE VISION OF THE FRIENDS
IS AN OUTSTANDING 

KEY WEST LIBRARY WITH 
STRONG COMMUNITY SUPPORT

The Friends of the Key West Library are on Facebook! 
Like us and stay informed about all the latest news.  

http://www.facebook.com/FriendsOfTheKeyWestLibrary
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The Friends of the Library newsletter is published monthly from
November through April. Editor, Jane Newhagen. 
Please address all correspondence to her at the library: 
700 Fleming Street, Key West, FL  33040.

SUPPORTING THE FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY MATTERS

The mission of the Friends is to support, improve,
and promote the Key West Library through 
fundraising, volunteering, raising public interest 
in and advocacy for the library.

by Prudence Churchill
The Friends of the Library Board is in full swing for the

season! We have had two great book sales and have begun our
annual lecture series. In December, Bob Miller, our President,
wrote a beautiful letter to our members asking each person to
participate in our annual fund drive. The response has been
wonderful and, more often than not, arriving by way of online
donations! We are trying to be increasingly "green" in our
communications (please see Christine Dunn's article on e-
books for another part of our library's "green" efforts). When
you renew, we would love it if you'd elect to get your newslet-
ter by email - if you are not already. It’s another green thing to
do and the savings in paper and postage could then be given to
the Library.

There are so many ways for us to support the Key West
Library through the Friends. Our financial donations make it
possible to provide important library materials and activities,
and our volunteer hours help the library operate efficiently,
both vitally important steps that help make our Key West
Library the truly outstanding place it is.

Thank you for your loyal and generous support!

~ In March, 2012, Random House greatly increased prices
for E-books for libraries (Two to five times as expensive as
the same title in print format.)    

Despite these challenges, we here at the Key West Library
recognize the importance of E-books to our library patrons.
Here is what we presently offer our library patrons:  

~ Staff regularly teach classes in the library on how to down-
load E-books from our provider OverDrive onto the
various devices patrons use.

~ Staff are trained to assist patrons with their E-books ques-
tions in person and on the phone. 

~ Staff have prepared various handouts for patrons to use to
aid them in downloading E-books to their various devices.

~ Staff continue to develop our E-book collection with atten-
tion paid to the interests of our patrons and the costs of the
materials for purchase.

“What’s going to happen with E-books?” we are frequent-
ly asked.  Nobody knows for sure.  Right now, we don’t offer
all the popular works and bestsellers in E-book format—
they’re simply not available to libraries for loaning. Despite
challenges, our E-book collection continues to grow.  We are
proud to report high circulation of our E-book collection.  

So if you are thinking of giving your sweetheart an E-read-
er for Valentine’s Day, we think that would be a very nice idea!

Midwest and in a Catholic seminary in the Deep South, where
he studied seven years for the missionary priesthood. This
became the subject of his first book, published in 1983:
Seminary: A Search. His other books are: Looking for the
Light: The Hidden Life and Art of Marion Post Wolcott (a
finalist for the 1992 National Book Critics Circle Award); and
The Living and the Dead: Robert McNamara and Five Lives of

a Lost War (finalist for the National Book Award in 1996). 
Hendrickson has degrees in American literature from St.

Louis University and Penn State. Before joining the faculty at
the University of Pennsylvania, Hendrickson worked for thirty
years in daily journalism. He was a staff feature writer at the
Washington Post from 1977 to 2001. He will read from and
talk about Hemingway’s Boat.

E-BOOKS continued from page 1

HENDRICKSON continued from page 3

Whatever the cost of our libraries, the price is cheap compared to that of an ignorant nation.
– Walter Cronkite
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Frank Deford

David Lowe

Francine du Plessix Gray

Paul Hendrickson

FEBRUARY FOL LECTURES 2013
The Friends of the Library are proud to introduce leading figures in the world of books, art,
and ideas. Programs take place at the Studios of Key West historic armory building, 600
White Street. Seating begins at 5:30 p.m. Programs start promptly at 6 p.m.

FEBRUARY 11  Writer and commentator, Frank Deford is the author of sixteen books. Deford
may be heard as a commentator every Wednesday on Morning Edition on National Public
Radio and, on television, he is Senior Correspondent on the HBO show, Real Sports With
Bryant Gumbel.  

He is Senior Contributing Writer at Sports Illustrated–– an association that dates back to
1962. Deford has been elected to the Hall of Fame of the National Association of Sportscasters
and Sportswriters.  Six times at Sports Illustrated Deford was voted by his peers as U.S.
Sportswriter of The Year.  The American Journalism Review has likewise cited him as the
nation’s finest sportswriter, and twice he was voted Magazine Writer of The Year by the
Washington Journalism Review.

Two of Deford’s books––the novel, Everybody’s All-American, and Alex: The Life Of  A
Child, his memoir about his daughter who died of cystic fibrosis––have been made into movies.
Two of his original screenplays––Trading Hearts and Four Minutes––have also been filmed.
Deford’s memoir, Over Time: My Life as a Sportswriter, was published in 2012. He will speak
about historic events and famous athletes he has encountered during his career.

FEBRUARY 18  David Garrard Lowe is one of the world’s leading authorities on architectural
history and  social criticism. He is president and founder of The Beaux Arts Alliance, an organ-
ization celebrating the intermingling of American and French civilizations. He was a professor
of architectural history at the New York School of Interior Design for 20 years. He also served
as a visiting professor at the Columbia University Graduate School of Business Administration.

Mr. Lowe is the author of many highly-regarded books including Beaux Arts New York,
Art Deco New York, Stanford White’s New York, Chicago Interiors, and Lost Chicago. His
articles have appeared in The New York Times, The Wall Street Journal, American Heritage,
and House and Garden among other publications. He lectures throughout the United States
and Europe. Mr. Lowe resides in Manhattan with Key West as a favorite getaway locale.

In his lecture, Mr. Lowe will examine upscale maritime history with an illustrated lecture
entitled The Great Ocean Liners: From Early Packets to the Glories of the Queen Mary and
Normandie.

FEBRUARY 25  Francine du Plessix Gray is a Pulitzer Prize-nominated writer and literary crit-
ic. She received the National Book Critics Circle Award in 2006 for her memoir Them: A
Memoir of Parents, which chronicles “the chimeric world of couture” her parents inhabited. 

Gray studied philosophy and religion at Bryn Mawr and Barnard. Upon graduation, she
was the only woman on the nightshift at United Press International for two years and then
worked as a fashion reporter in Paris. She married artist Cleve Gray and traded the glamour
of Manhattan  for a Connecticut farmhouse where she raised two sons and wrote many books,
including the Pulitzer Prize-nominated At Home With the Marquis de Sade: A Life. She has
taught at the College of the City of New York, Yale University, Columbia University, and
Princeton University, and was writer in residence at the American Academy in Rome.

Gray will read from her latest work, The Queen’s Lover, a historical novel that reveals the
untold love story between Swedish aristocrat Count Axel von Fersen and Marie Antoinette.

MARCH 4  Paul Hendrickson’s most recent book, Hemingway’s Boat, was published by Alfred
A. Knopf in the fall of 2011. He spent seven years on it. It was a national best-seller and a final-
ist in biography for the National Book Critics Circle Award. His book previous to this, Sons
of Mississippi, also from Knopf, won the National Book Critics Circle Award in general non-
fiction and the Heartland Prize presented annually by the Chicago Tribune. 

Hendrickson was born in California but grew up in the
continued on previous page



Membership Application
2012 - 2013

Now you can join the Friends of the Key West Library or renew your 
membership online using your PayPal account or any credit card by going 
to:  http://friendsofthekeywestlibrary.org Click the Join/Renew button
and proceed. You can also pay by check made out to Friends of the Key
West Library and mailed to 1025 Fleming Street, Key West, FL 33040.

nn $25     nn $50     nn $100     nn $250     nn $500    nn $1000

Name ______________________________________________________

Phone ______________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

E-mail address ______________________________________________

Newsletter by e-mail?    nn Yes      nn No

Friends of the Key West Library is a non-profit organization and memberships
are tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law. The more you give, the
greater the impact that the Friends can have helping the Key West Library.

FRIENDS OF THE MONROE
COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
OF KEY WEST, FLORIDA, INC,
1025 FLEMING STREET
KEY WEST, FL 33040

The Friends of the Library
BOOK SALES

will be held in the Library Garden 
from 9:30 until 1:30

on the following Saturdays:

Saturday, February 2, 2013
Saturday, March 2, 2013
Saturday, April 6, 2013

GO GREEN!
Receive your FOL newsletter digitally. 

Email membership@folkw.org
and provide your name and email

address to make the change.

Key West Library
700 Fleming Street,

Key West Florida 33040
Phone 292-3595

www.keyslibraries.org

A copy of the official registration and financial 
information may be obtained from the Division of
Consumer Services by calling toll-free (800-435-7352)
within the state. Registration does not imply endorse-
ment, approval, or recommendation by the State.
Registration #CH30134

*
If there is an asterisk after 

your name on the mailing label, 
it means it’s time for you to 

renew your membership.

                 


