
PRESIDENT’S NOTES
What great news! The library is once again open on Monday for our

reading and research. An additional day, however, also means more
activity and jobs to be done.  If you can, would you consider lending a
hand?  Just visit friendsofthekeywestlibrary.org to see how to get
involved. If you are already volunteering, you know how much the
library staff and patrons depend on our help.

The fact is that the Friends have been helping out in the library for
40 years. A Miami Herald article dated July 8, 1973 tells how a Friends
of the Library group had formed in Key West.  Mrs. E. Lowe Pierce, the
first FOL President, described to the reporter that “during the winter sea-
son there are about 25 regular volunteers. Under the direction of Fran
Ford, they help straighten the books on the shelves, assist with children’s
parties, keep the areas and display cases in order and furnish refresh-
ments for special occasions such as National Library Week.”  

I mentioned this article to Fran a couple of weeks ago and asked her how she went about
organizing this first group of volunteers.  She laughed and said, “Oh, it was easy, I just got on
the phone and called my friends and when I said it was to help out the library, nobody said no.”   

Four decades later the FOL volunteer corps has grown from 25 to over 80 (we still need
more help– especially in the summer) and the range of jobs they do has expanded significantly.
In addition to shelving, selling books, and assisting with programs, many volunteer jobs reflect
the digital age – sorting DVDs and audiobooks, teaching computer classes, serving as Internet
hosts and scanning historical documents.  Much has changed
but the purpose remains constant:  to help our library be the
best it can be.  Please consider lending your time and talent.
See you in the library!

Annette Liggett
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The Friends of the Library have two etchings by F.
Townsend Morgan (1883-1966) which will be awarded as first
and second prize in a benefit drawing to help underwrite the
costs of the Friends’ very popular Lecture Series at the Studios
of Key West. There will be only 200 tickets sold. Each ticket will
cost $50. The first ticket drawn will have the choice of the two
pieces. The second ticket drawn will have the second piece. 

The two etchings are River Highway (7"x 7" in a
13"x 13"frame) and The Bridge (12"x 10" in an 18"x 16"
frame). Both etchings are from the time he spent living and
working in Rose Valley, Pennsylvania. The etchings and some
information about the artist are in a display case in the Library.  

Franklin Townsend Morgan was one of the best artists
brought to Key West by and paid by the federal government to publicize the then totally bank-
rupt city as a romantic tourist destination. This project was the first New Deal area recovery
project and seemed preferable to simply closing Key West down and moving everyone north to
the mainland – an idea which had been seriously considered. This group of artists arrived in
about 1933 with the mission to produce murals, postcards, sketches, and illustrations, paint-
ings in oil and watercolor and etchings as a pictorial history of the island. Franklin D. Roosevelt
appointed Morgan the second director of the Key West artists group under the WPA (Works
Progress Administration). After the WPA program ended, Morgan stayed on and helped found
the Key West Art Center so his work and that of other artists could be
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The Friends of the Library newsletter is published monthly from
November through April. Editor, Jane Newhagen. 
Please address all correspondence to her at the library: 
700 Fleming Street, Key West, FL  33040.

SCOTT DE  WOLFE COLLECTION OF IMAGES

The mission of the Friends is to support, improve,
and promote the Key West Library through 
fundraising, volunteering, raising public interest 
in and advocacy for the library.

by Anne Layton Rice
Check out one of our newest, oldest collection of Keys

images. The Scott De Wolfe collection contains some of the oldest images of
Key West that we’ve seen around. Tom Hambright and his team of skillful
volunteers have been scanning, tagging and captioning this amazing collec-
tion and are eager to share it at http://bit.ly/dewolfe.

Scott De Wolfe is the co-owner of De Wolfe & Wood Rare Books in
Alfred, Maine. He made his first visit to Key West in 1996 and quickly
became interested in the history of the island. Being in the rare book and
antique paper field has allowed him to amass a large selection of Key West
memorabilia, ephemera, books and photographs. His particular interest are
items that tell a story or provide a window into the past. De Wolfe notes that
“Key West has such a fascinating history and through the material that I
have collected, I have enjoyed learning about how the city has reinvented
itself through the years. While I will probably never be able to live on the
island as a resident, I have enjoyed learning the history of Key West and
treasure the many friends I now have who share my love of the island.”

The De Wolfe collection is unique to the library because it resides in
Maine, not in our vault. The library is grateful for these temporary loans of
personal albums, scrapbooks, and collections that allow us explore our cul-
tural heritage from the comfort of home, at our leisure.

The Key West Maritime Historical Society has tentatively scheduled
Scott De Wolfe to lecture later in the Spring. 

Watch for details at http://keywestmaritime.org.

exhibited and sold. He finally left Key West in about 1949.
There was an exhibit of WPA art in Key West in 1994 where
his work was shown.

Morgan brought his family with him and threw himself
into the life of the island.  One of his most historically inter-
esting works was done in 1947 and entitled “Key West the

Island City of the Sea.”
F. Townsend Morgan’s work won countless awards. His

work is found in many private collections, in the National
Gallery of Art in Washington, The New York Public Library,
the Philadelphia Art Museum and the Customs House
Museum in Key West.

TOWNSEND ETCHINGS CONTINUED

Fort Taylor and harbor, circa 1865

La Vista de Gatoville cigar box label

DONATE YOUR OLD COLLEGE BOOKS
We’re pleased to hear that some books that appear to have seen bet-

ter days actually have value in the college store market. Sid Waldman, a
library volunteer, spent 40 years with Barnes and Noble and is using his
expertise and connections to realize the value of donated books that
might otherwise be overlooked. He carefully sorts through the books
headed for the book sales and picks out those that will fetch a higher price
on the college market. Then he ships them off in prepaid cartons provid-
ed by the wholesaler. So far he’s earned about $500 for the Friends of the
Library!

If you have books you no longer read dealing with music, drama, lit-
erature, poetry, dance, art, philosophy, or religion or textbooks published
after 2008, bring them to the library and maybe Sid can strike a deal to
benefit the Friends! When you bring them to the desk, be sure to tell the
librarian that, “These are college books for Sid.”

LIBRARY HAPPENINGS
Check out all the activities that are

planned at the library this winter! Book Bites.
One Island One Book. Café con Libros.
Computer Classes. The Knitting/Needlework
Club. Movie Matinees. Film Festivals. And the
many children’s and young adult programs.

Make sure your library card is up to date.
We renew every three years and check address-
es every year. Just stop at the circulation desk
to update your card. Don’t have a card yet?
Just come to the circulation desk and show
your ID and we’ll remedy the situation. You’ve
got to have a card to get in on all the neat new
E-Stuff!



FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY LECTURES 2012
Mondays 6:00 p.m. at The Studios of Key West. 
The lectures are free and open to the public.

FEBRUARY 6   Clinical psychologist Roberta Isleib is the author of eight myster-
ies, including the Cassie Burdette golf mystery series and the Rebecca Butterman
advice column mysteries. Her books and stories have been nominated for Agatha,
Anthony, and Macavity awards. She is the past president of Sisters in Crime
National and her new mystery is set in Key West.

FEBRUARY 13  Cultural historian and popular lecturer, David Garrard Lowe, is
the author of the books Stanford White’s New York; Beaux Arts New York;
Chicago Interiors; Lost Chicago; and Art Deco New York, in addition to many
essays and lectures on as diverse subjects as Mark Twain, the fate of New York
architecture, Cole Porter and the French Riviera. 

FEBRUARY 20  Roberta Marks is a visual artist who works in many genres includ-
ing sculpture, construction, oil painting, and collage. Her work is in the collections
of more than 25 institutions in the US, France, Switzerland, and England including
the New Mexico Museum of Art, the Smithsonian Institution, and the Victoria and
Albert Museum in London. 

FEBRUARY 27  South Florida author Les Standiford has written several novels
including Spill (1991); Deal to Die For (1995); Presidential Deal (1998); and Black
Mountain (2000); and non-fiction books including The Last Train to Paradise
Henry Flagler and the Building of the Overseas Railroad to Key West (2002). 
His most recent book is Bringing Adam Home: The Abduction that Changed
America (2011).

PAGE THREE

David Lowe

Roberta Marks Les Standiford

Roberta Isleib

The Friends of the Library Recently Acquired New Banners for the Book Sale and the Lecture Series

JOIN THE ONLINE READ-A-LONG!

Marny Heinen, Ruth Reiter, Fran Silverman, Prudence Churchill,  Lyn Sprogell The new banner announces the Friends of the Library Lecture Series

The Key West Library is celebrating the Centennial of the
Over-Sea Railroad by reading Last Train to Paradise by Les
Standiford as this year’s One Island One Book selection.

This year, for the first time, we are going to hold an online
readalong, between Jan. 22 (100 years after Henry Flager rode
the First Train into Key West) and Feb. 26 (the day before Les
Standiford will be in town to talk to us about the book).

An online readalong is a structured conversation on the
web about a book. We’re planning to read about 50 pages a
week. On Mondays, folks at the library will post some
thoughts and questions about that week’s section on the One

Island One Book blog and we hope you’ll join in via the com-
ments. The beauty of the online readalong is that you don’t
have to be in Key West or anywhere near it to chime in. 

It’s not too late to join in! The schedule for the readalong
and lots of other information about One Island One Book is
available on the blog www.oneislandonebook.blogspot.com.
We have lots of copies of the book at the library and they have
them for sale at Key West Island Books. We also have it at the
library as an audiobook and an ebook via our Overdrive serv-
ice, www.estuff.keyslibraries.org.



Membership Application
2011 - 2012

Now you can join the Friends of the Key West Library or renew your 
membership online using your PayPal account or any credit card by going 
to:  http://friendsofthekeywestlibrary.org Click the Join/Renew button
and proceed. You can also pay by check made out to Friends of the Key
West Library and mailed to 1025 Fleming Street, Key West, FL 33040.

nn $25     nn $50     nn $100     nn $250     nn $500    nn $1000

Name ______________________________________________________

Phone ______________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

E-mail address ______________________________________________

Newsletter by e-mail?    nn Yes      nn No

Friends of the Key West Library is a non-profit organization and memberships
are tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law. The more you give, the
greater the impact that the Friends can have helping the Key West Library.

FRIENDS OF THE MONROE
COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
OF KEY WEST, FLORIDA, INC,
1025 FLEMING STREET
KEY WEST, FL 33040

The Friends of the Library
BOOK SALES

will be held in the Library Garden 
from 9:30 until 1:30

on the following Saturdays:

February 4
March 3
March 31

GO GREEN!
Receive your FOL newsletter digitally. 

Email membership@folkw.org
and provide your name and email

address to make the change.

Key West Library
700 Fleming Street,

Key West Florida 33040
Phone 292-3595

www.keyslibraries.org

A copy of the official registration and financial 
information may be obtained from the Division of
Consumer Services by calling toll-free (800-435-7352)
within the state. Registration does not imply endorse-
ment, approval, or recommendation by the State.
Registration #CH30134

*
If there is an asterisk after 

your name on the mailing label, 
it means it’s time for you to 

renew your membership.

                   


