
PRESIDENT’S NOTES
2012 marks an exciting 40th anniversary year of the Friends!

While we are celebrating our four decades in a variety of ways, it’s
important to remember how our group has evolved. How many of us
are aware, for example, that the Friends of the Library started as a
result of holding book sales under what may be termed makeshift con-
ditions? 

Recently I visited with Ray Blazevic, a former FOL board member
and one of a small group of book lovers who, during the early 1970s
sold used books at local flea markets to raise money for the library.
Ray tells of books literally stored in car trunks and hauled out from
time to time to different locations, where eager buyers found bargains
priced for quarters and dimes.  Soon those same supporters realized
that aside from raising money for the library, the staff also needed help
doing time-consuming tasks shelving books and organizing programs.

So in November 1972 an organizational meeting was held at the library for the purpose of
forming a formal “Friends of the Library”.  Minutes from that meeting state that the group’s
start-up money came from the flea market book sales and a “substantial check for $380.71
was deposited in a Savings account so that it might draw interest.” 

From flea markets to monthly palm garden book sales that attract large crowds and raise
thousands of dollars for the library — we owe a great deal to Ray and many others for their
advocacy, foresight and hard work.  I wonder how many thousands of recycled books have
been sorted through the Friends’ book bins over the years?
How many other stories do we have of the Friends making a
difference?  Stay tuned.   See you in the library!
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When Jane Dawkins retired from her job as a systems
analyst for the U.S. government, having spent many excit-
ing years living in a number of different countries abroad,
she and her husband moved to Key West and right away
Jane began volunteering. “I enjoy it very much,” says Jane.
“Retirees have the time and the knowledge to make a real
contribution to our community.” 

Jane has been a Friends of the Library volunteer since
1997. She began volunteering to shelve books, then did data
entry and barcoding of books and materials to help set up
the library’s new computer system. Next, Jane  managed the
2003 season of book sales for the Friends. 

For the past eight years, Jane has worked many hours
in the book sale storage room, usually on Sundays and
Mondays when the library is closed. She goes through boxes
of books donated by library patrons as well as older dis-
carded library books. She pages through every book,
keeping the good and more recent

KEY WEST LIBRARY’S UNSUNG HERO OF THE YEAR
by Cathy Stentzel

continued on page 2

JANUARY 2012

THE VISION OF THE FRIENDS
IS AN OUTSTANDING 

KEY WEST LIBRARY WITH 
STRONG COMMUNITY SUPPORT

The things I want to know are in books; my best friend is the
man who'll get me a book I ain't read. – Abraham Lincoln

Jane Dawkins, Unsung Hero
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The Friends of the Library newsletter is published monthly from
November through April. Editor, Jane Newhagen. 
Please address all correspondence to her at the library: 
700 Fleming Street, Key West, FL  33040.

HISTORIC “FLEEMING CHECK” RESTORED

The mission of the Friends is to support, improve,
and promote the Key West Library through 
fundraising, volunteering, raising public interest 
in and advocacy for the library.

by Anne Layton-Rice
One of Key West’s oldest  documents is finally getting a

bath.  The Florida Keys History Room of the Monroe County
Public Library has sent an 1829 “First of Exchange” to the
Northeast Document Conservation Center (“NEDCC”) in
Andover, Mass. for repair, treatment and preservation.  Known
locally as the “Fleeming Check”, the document was an early
form of financial exchange similar to our current day bank
check.  Its front and back bear the signatures of three of Key
West’s four founding fathers:  John William Charles Fleeming

(aka Fleming), John Simonton, and John Whitehead.  The
check, in the amount of $250 and possibly associated with
Fleeming’s purchase of land, is the only known document bear-
ing all three signatures.

The check was
exposed to humidi-
ty, creasing, and
atmospheric pollu-
tion for nearly 150
years before Miss
Etta Patterson
donated it in the
mid-1960s to the
History Room for
safe keeping.  The
NEDCC will
deacidify, clean, mend and encapsulate the document.  The
NEDCC is a world leader in preservation and conservation of
historical documents.  It has treated the 1629 Charter of the
Massachusetts Bay company, copies of the Declaration of
Independence, and Babe Ruth’s personal scrapbooks.

Preservation of the Check is being funded through a spe-
cific anonymous private donation to the Friends of the Library.

'Classic.' A book which people praise and don't read. – Mark Twain

publications, and recycling the books that are out of date or in
poor condition. 

The library gets “Green Points” for recycling paper.
“Mainly the work I do enhances the collection of books for the
book sales in the Palm Garden. The sales become more attrac-
tive,” Jane says.  And, indeed, Jane’s efforts result in more sales
and thus more money for the library to use to buy new books

and resources. 
Most recently, Jane has begun cashiering at the monthly

book sales.
The members of the Board of the Friends of the Key West

Library are proud to name Jane Dawkins as our Unsung Hero
of the Year. She will be feted by the Community Foundation of
the Florida Keys at their Unsung Heroes Luncheon on January
20, 2012, at the Casa Marina.

UNSUNG HERO CONTINUED

Historian,Tom Hambright viewing the check with Anne Layton-Rice

The “Fleeming Check”

Detail of the engraving art



FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY 
LECTURES 2012
Mondays 6:00 p.m. at The Studios of Key West. 
The lectures are free and open to the public.

JANUARY 9
Margaret Atwood comes to us fresh from the Key West Literary Seminar. As demonstrated in her lat-
est novel, The Year of the Flood (2009), Atwood has an uncanny knack for writing books that
anticipate the preoccupations of her public. Her In Other Worlds: SF and The Human Imagination
(October, 2011), explores what science fiction has meant to her both as a reader and as a writer. Her
lecture is titled “Various Futures.” Atwood is the author of many novels, collections of poetry, and
non-fiction, writing in the genres of Romance, Historical fiction, Speculative fiction, Science fiction,
and Dystopian fiction. Among her other notable works are The Handmaid’s Tale, Cat’s Eye, Alias
Grace, The Blind Assassin, Oryx and Crake, and Surfacing.

JANUARY 16  
In Hal Crowther’s lecture, “Disturbing the Peace: From Politics to Poetry, Testing the Limits of
Criticism,” he will talk about  the endangered profession of criticism and read from recent work.
Crowther is a prolific journalist and essayist, whose most recent collection of essays, Gather at the
River, was a finalist for the National Book Critics Circle and nominated for the Pulitzer Prize and
the National Book award. His collection Cathedrals of Kudzu (2000) received many awards includ-
ing the Lillian Smith Book Award from the Southern Regional Council. 

JANUARY 23  
Florida historian Seth Bramson has written many books about various aspects of Florida history
including From Sandbar to Sophistication: The Story of Sunny Isles Beach (2007) and Boulevard of
Dreams: A Pictorial History of El Portal, Biscayne Park, Miami Shores and North Miami (2007),
but he is perhaps best known for his writings on the last railway to connect Key West with the main-
land, the subject of his new book The Greatest (Railroad) Story Ever Told: Henry Flagler and the
Florida East Coast Railway’s Key West Extension.

JANUARY 30  
James Gleick will read from his most recent book, Information: A History, A Theory, A Flood, which
has been praised in reviews in the New York Review of Books and the New York Times Book Review.
It has been described as a revelatory chronicle and meditation that shows how information has
become the modern era’s defining quality “the blood, the fuel, the vital principle of our world.”
Gleick has written many books on science-related subjects including Genius: The Life and Science of
Richard Feynman and Chaos: Making a New Science.
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Successful Book Sale in the Library Garden! The next Book Sale is on January 7th.



Membership Application
2011 - 2012

Now you can join the Friends of the Key West Library or renew your 
membership online using your PayPal account or any credit card by going 
to:  http://friendsofthekeywestlibrary.org Click the Join/Renew button
and proceed. You can also pay by check made out to Friends of the Key
West Library and mailed to 1025 Fleming Street, Key West, FL 33040.

nn $25     nn $50     nn $100     nn $250     nn $500    nn $1000

Name ______________________________________________________

Phone ______________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

E-mail address ______________________________________________

Newsletter by e-mail?    nn Yes      nn No

Friends of the Key West Library is a non-profit organization and memberships
are tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law. The more you give, the
greater the impact that the Friends can have helping the Key West Library.

FRIENDS OF THE MONROE
COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
OF KEY WEST, FLORIDA, INC,
1025 FLEMING STREET
KEY WEST, FL 33040

The Friends of the Library
BOOK SALES

will be held in the Library Garden 
from 9:30 until 1:30

on the following Saturdays:

January 7
February 4
March 3
March 31

GO GREEN!
Receive your FOL newsletter digitally. 

Email membership@folkw.org
and provide your name and email

address to make the change.

Key West Library
700 Fleming Street,

Key West Florida 33040
Phone 292-3595

www.keyslibraries.org

A copy of the official registration and financial 
information may be obtained from the Division of
Consumer Services by calling toll-free (800-435-7352)
within the state. Registration does not imply endorse-
ment, approval, or recommendation by the State.
Registration #CH30134

*
If there is an asterisk after 

your name on the mailing label, 
it means it’s time for you to 

renew your membership.

                  


