
PRESIDENT’S NOTES
Greetings and welcome to the 2011-2012 Friends of the

Library season.  If you haven’t been to the library recently you’ll
be amazed. Programs for all ages, expanded collections, and a
new look in the reference area and children’s room are just a few
of the things the staff is excited to share with you. The Friends
are delighted to have lent their support to these efforts.  

On October 19th the Board of County Commissioners
marked National Friends of the Library Week by honoring
Monroe County Friends of the Library groups with a special
recognition. Anne Rice, Library Administrator and her son,
Layton whose school was closed by the rains, joined me in
extending our thanks for this acknowledgment.      

The Friends believe that our library speaks volumes about who we are as a community.
We remain committed to helping the Key West library keep pace with the changing world. We
contribute hundreds of volunteer hours, raise funds for programs, update digital and print
collections, and support many community services, including our lectures series and book
sales. Simply put, FOL membership dues and end of the tax year contributions are critical in
achieving the vision of an outstanding Key West library.  

We hope you will become a member or renew your Friends of the Library membership
today. It’s easy online at www.friendsofthekeywestlibrary.org or you can fill out the form on
the back of this newsletter and mail your check to us. 

Thank you for your commitment to the Friends of the
Key West Library.  See you in the library! Annette Liggett

BOARD MEMBERS

Annette Liggett
President

Cynthia Crossen
Vice President

Marny Heinen
Secretary

Tom Clements
Treasurer

William F.Averyt, Jr.

Brewster Chamberlin

Prudence Churchill

Margaret Ciardi

Arlo Haskell

Bob Miller

Jane Newhagen

Molly Grover Shallow

Fran Silverman

Cathy Stentzel

Sandy Stover

KEY WEST LIBRARY STAFF

Christine Dunn
Administrator

Nancy Howanitz
Sr. Children's Librarian

Robin Henderson
Sr. Reference Librarian

Kristina Neihouse
Circulation Librarian

Tom Hambright
Local History Librarian

Pam Scott
Senior Library Assistant,

Legal Research

Art Dubuc
Library Assistant

Nancy Klingener
Library Assistant

Allison Rich
Library Assistant

Patricia Blanco
Library Assistant

The Monroe County Budget was passed in September 2011 with an
increase of funding for the library system.  It looks like we will be
reopening on Mondays in early 2012, as soon as the process for hiring
and training new staff is completed.  There will be ten new staff mem-
bers added to the 5 library branches throughout the Keys!  Stay tuned
for the Monday reopening date!

News about increased staffing and materials was well-received by
many since our busy season started earlier than expected.  Door counts
and circulation statistics started to increase even in September, tradition-
ally a slow time of year in the Keys!  We were amazed especially since
our new OverDrive downloadable E-books and Audio Books database
allows patrons to check out titles to a portable device 24/7 without com-
ing into the library!  Have you tried OverDrive yet?

October and November found us in the thick of Halloween and
Thanksgiving festivities for school children in the library.  Computer
classes for adults started in early fall and will continue well into 2012.

We also resumed in-library programs such as book clubs and movie presentations as well as
our popular Needlework Group on Saturdays.  We increased our Outreach visits to Senior
Groups and hope to add the convalescent centers to our schedule.

WELCOME BACK TO OUR FRIENDS!
by Christine Dunn
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THE VISION OF THE FRIENDS
IS AN OUTSTANDING 

KEY WEST LIBRARY WITH 
STRONG COMMUNITY SUPPORT

When I was young, we couldn't afford much. But, my library
card was my key to the world. John Goodman - Actor
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The Friends of the Library newsletter is published monthly from
November through April. Editor, Jane Newhagen. 
Please address all correspondence to her at the library: 
700 Fleming Street, Key West, FL  33040.

KEY WEST LIBRARY’S EBRANCH IS OPEN

The mission of the Friends is to support, improve,
and promote the Key West Library through 
fundraising, volunteering, raising public interest 
in and advocacy for the library.

WELCOME BACK CONTINUED

by Anne Layton-Rice

Our eBranch is open to download Audiobooks and
eBooks anytime, anywhere!

The  Library is proud to offer you best-selling and classic
audiobooks and eBooks, available 24/7 from the library’s web-
site, http://estuffkeyslibraries.org.

From the site, you can browse the collection, check out
with your library card number, and download to PC, Mac®,
iPad, Kindle and many mobile devices. To get started, you will

need to install free software. For audio-
books: OverDrive® Media Console™. To
read eBooks, you’ll need Adobe® Digital
Editions, a free download. Titles can be
enjoyed immediately or transferred to a
variety of devices, including iPod®, Sony®
Reader™, and many others. Some audio
titles can also be burned to CD to listen on-
the-go. Titles will automatically expire at
the end of the lending period. There are no
late fees!

With many popular fiction and non-fic-
tion titles to choose from, the new
collection is guaranteed to have something
for everyone. You can download best-sell-
ing novels, well-known classics,
self-improvement guides, and much more.
Don’t see a title you want? Use the Suggest
a Title button on the right column to help us

build the collection.
This new service, powered by OverDrive, is free with your

library card. A few tips: your PIN is the last 4 digits of the
phone number on file here at the library, and the My Help wiz-
ard will customize instructions for you based on your eReader.
To get started downloading audiobooks, eBooks, and more,
visit http://estuff.keyslibraries.org.

REMEMBERING BARBARA JACOBSON
We sadly report the passing of Barbara Saul

Sprogell Jacobson. Barbara was the loving mother of
our own Prudence Sprogell Churchill and Carolyn
(Lyn) Sprogell. She was a past president of the Friends
of the Key West Library, where she helped to build its
collections and establish our lovely palm garden. She
enthusiastically volunteered for the Key West Literary
Seminar, hosted weekly Society of Friends meetings in
her garden, and was a spirited and competitive bocce
player. Barbara remembered Key West when the land
beyond White Street was farms and swampland and
you could buy your vegetables right from the farmers.

She long will be remembered here for helping foster excellence in the Key West
library and throughout the city.

Snapshot Day on November 4th detailed
how active our library could be in just
one day!  The results we sent to the
Florida Library Association showed we
are very busy indeed!  

Come in to see the (still-ongoing) ren-
ovations to our Reference area, which
was afforded to us when Voltaire Books
closed their doors this past summer.
Thanks to you and to all the other hard-
working Friends of the Key West Library
for supporting us throughout the years.

Here’s to a great season at the Library
and throughout Key West! 



FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY LECTURES 2011
Mondays 6:00 p.m. at The Studios of Key West. The lectures are free and open to the public.

JANUARY 9 Margaret Atwood is the author of many novels, collections of poetry, and non-fiction
works writing in the genres Romance, Historical fiction, Speculative fiction, Science fiction, and
Dystopian fiction. Among her notable works are The Handmaid’s Tale, Cat’s Eye, Alias Grace, The
Blind Assassin, Oryx and Crake, and Surfacing.

JANUARY 16  Hal Crowther is a prolific journalist and essayist, whose most recent collection of essays,
Gather at the River, was a finalist for the National Book Critics Circle and nominated for the Pulitzer
Prize and the National Book award. His collection Cathedrals of Kudzu (2000) received many awards
including the Lillian Smith Book Award from the Southern Regional Council. 

JANUARY 23  Florida historian Seth Bramson has written many books about various aspects of Florida
history including From Sandbar to Sophistication: The Story of Sunny Isles Beach (2007) and
Boulevard of Dreams: A Pictorial History of El Portal, Biscayne Park, Miami Shores and North Miami
(2007), but he is perhaps best known for his writings on the last railway to connect Key West with the
mainland, the subject of his new book The Greatest (Railroad) Story Ever Told: Henry Flagler and the
Florida East Coast Railway’s Key West Extension.

JANUARY 30  James Gleick has written many books on science and related-subjects, including Genius:
The Life and Science of Richard Feynman and Chaos: Making a New Science. The Information (2011),
his most recent work has been praised in reviews in the New York Review of Books and the New York
Times Book Review.

FEBRUARY 6   Clinical psychologist Roberta Isleib is the author of eight mysteries, including the Cassie
Burdette golf mystery series and the Rebecca Butterman advice column mysteries. Her books and sto-
ries have been nominated for Agatha, Anthony, and Macavity awards. She is the past president of
Sisters in Crime National and her new mystery is set in Key West.

FEBRUARY 13  Cultural historian and popular lecturer, David Garrard Lowe, is the author of the
books Stanford White’s New York; Beaux Arts New York; Chicago Interiors; Lost Chicago; and Art
Deco New York, in addition to many essays and lectures on as diverse subjects as Mark Twain, the fate
of New York architecture, Cole Porter and the French Riviera. 

FEBRUARY 20  Roberta Marks is a visual artist who works in many genres including sculpture, con-
struction, oil painting, and collage. Her work is in the collections of more than 25 institutions in the
US, France, Switzerland, and England including the New Mexico Museum of Art, the Smithsonian
Institution, and the Victoria and Albert Museum in London. 

FEBRUARY 27  South Florida author Les Standiford has written several novels including Spill (1991);
Deal to Die For (1995); Presidential Deal (1998); and Black Mountain (2000); and non-fiction books
including The Last Train to Paradise Henry Flagler and the Building of the Overseas Railroad to Key
West (2002). His most recent book is Bringing Adam Home: The Abduction that Changed America
(2011).

MARCH 5 Former staff writer for the Washington Post and currently professor at the University of
Pennsylvania, Paul Hendrickson is the author of Sons of Mississippi: A Story of Race and its Legacy
(2003) and The Living and the Dead: Robert McNamara and Five Lives of a Lost War (1997), among
other books.  His new book is Hemingway’s Boat: Everything He Loved in Life, and Lost, 1934-1961.

MARCH 12  Internationally known political pollster and pundit, Lou Harris, has for many years offered standing room only
audiences his annual political summary and prognosis. He plans to do so again this year.

MARCH 19  The well-known author of fiction and non-fiction, Joy Williams has written novels (The Quick and the Dead 2002
and State of Grace 1990), short stories (Honored Guests 2005), and travel literature (The Florida Keys, which has gone through
many revised editions).

MARCH 26  Arlo Haskell is the publisher of Sand Paper Press and media director of the Key West Literary Seminar. He is the
author of Joker, a collection of poems, and is currently at work on two historical projects: a transcription of Charles Olson's
previously-unpublished Key West Notebooks and a pictorial history of Jews in Key West from 1883 to the present.
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Membership Application
2011 - 2012

Now you can join the Friends of the Key West Library or renew your 
membership online using your PayPal account or any credit card by going 
to:  http://friendsofthekeywestlibrary.org Click the Join/Renew button
and proceed. You can also pay by check made out to Friends of the Key
West Library and mailed to 1025 Fleming Street, Key West, FL 33040.

nn $25     nn $50     nn $100     nn $250     nn $500    nn $1000

Name ______________________________________________________

Phone ______________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

E-mail address ______________________________________________

Newsletter by e-mail?    nn Yes      nn No

Friends of the Key West Library is a non-profit organization and memberships
are tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law. The more you give, the
greater the impact that the Friends can have helping the Key West Library.

FRIENDS OF THE MONROE
COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
OF KEY WEST, FLORIDA, INC,
1025 FLEMING STREET
KEY WEST, FL 33040

The Friends of the Library
BOOK SALES

will be held in the Library Garden 
from 9:30 until 1:30

on the following Saturdays:

December 3
January 7
February 4
March 3
March 31

GO GREEN!
Receive your FOL newsletter digitally. 

Email membership@folkw.org
and provide your name and email

address to make the change.

Key West Library
700 Fleming Street,

Key West Florida 33040
Phone 292-3595

www.keyslibraries.org

A copy of the official registration and financial 
information may be obtained from the Division of
Consumer Services by calling toll-free (800-435-7352)
within the state. Registration does not imply endorse-
ment, approval, or recommendation by the State.
Registration #CH30134

*
If there is an asterisk after 

your name on the mailing label, 
it means it’s time for you to 

renew your membership.

                  


