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President’s notes
The Friends’ 2010 season began by co-hosting an event

with the Key West Woman’s Club to celebrate the 50th
anniversary of the Monroe County Library system and the
Key West Library.  We owe a great debt to those civic-minded
individuals who in 1959 opened the doors at 700 Fleming
Street. 

But as many of those early founders came to realize, start-
ing a new library was just the beginning. Their initial foresight
and hard work convinced others that an outstanding library
requires sustained community support, and in 1972 the
Friends of the Key West Library was incorporated.  For 38
years our organization has kept this vision alive by raising
money, volunteering hours of work, and promoting the
library to the Key West community. 

Just look around and you’ll see our Friends’ volunteers
everywhere — shelving and repairing the collection, recycling weeded materials and patron
donations, serving as internet hosts, assisting library staff, organizing the popular book sales
and lecture series and raising funds through memberships and generous donations. 

I can’t talk about who the Friends are and what they do without giving a special “hats
off” to those volunteers who make my life so rewarding -–the current Board. Our Board mem-
bers spend hours each month working on behalf of the Friends. On December 1st we held a
half-day planning retreat that addressed the questions: What does the library need us to do?
and What are we capable of doing? I’ll report more about this process in future newsletters,
but for now, please join the conversation with Board members you know.  We welcome your
ideas for the future with enthusiasm and appreciation for your
many contributions.  See you in the Library!

As a kid, I received
an allowance of 10
cents a week which got
me one Milky Way, 3
pieces of bubble gum
and a Tootsie Pop.
When I babysat my
younger cousins after-
school, I was paid 50
cents an hour.  In high

school, I bought orange cardboard “punch”
bus tickets which cost $3.50 per week for 10
bus rides.  When I got my first driver’s
license, gasoline was 32 cents a gallon.  My
long white linen formal prom coat cost a
mere five dollars—and that was a real good
deal from Filene’s Basement—the original

store, not from a mall! 
However, from “back in the day” right

up to the present, the absolute best bargain I
have ever received was free use of the public
library.  My first library card from the Milton
Public Library opened my world to whatever
books I wanted from the children’s collection
at no cost.  Getting an adult card in high
school was a milestone for me and others as
we did research for term papers with librari-
ans’ help using the old card catalogues and
searching the stacks, all for no charge.  The
Boston Public Library—both the stately main
branch in Copley Square and my neighbor-
hood branch on Beacon Hill provided me
with free study space and materials as I
worked my way through continued on page 2
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The Friends of the Library Lecture Series is free and open to the public.

The library on zero cents a day
by Christine Dunn



college.  The New York Public Library has as many varied
branches as Manhattan has neighborhoods.  I learned about
diversity—and the subway system—when I became a New
York Public Library cardholder.  A subway token in those days
cost 75 cents per ride; my New York Public Library card cost—
you got it—zero cents per day!

Library cards for Monroe County residents are free with
proper identification.  But as we reassure visitors who are not
eligible for a free library card, we offer many services that do
not require one to be a member of the library—or to pay any
cost.  Public Internet Access is offered at no charge for a set
period of time on a first-come, first-served basis.  Free Wi-Fi is
available for those who bring their own laptops in designated
areas of the library.  Some book donations we receive are put
out for a free paperback exchange so anyone can take a volume
or two even if they do not have a library card.  We offer com-
puter classes on various topics from “Setting Up an E-mail
Account” to “Advanced Google Searches” to “Learning about
Blogging”—all for free.  Our reference services include individ-
ualized research requests, interlibrary loans from libraries
outside our own system, free tax forms, information on how to
do your own legal research, and even giving answers to ques-
tions like “Where is the nearest mail box?” Our children’s and
young adults programs are attended by many who come on
their own, with their parents or in class trips. Popular movies
are presented weekly or as part of our book clubs.  And we do
Outreach programs to schools, to the Seniors Housing, to the
jail and for many events like GLEE Green Events, visits to the
North Pole and the Annual Health Fairs.  All for free!

Recently, several citizens have voiced concerns as to how
we determine what materials, programs, services and amenities

we will provide.  Library procedures are established based upon
our professional determination of the best use of our materials,
furnishings and equipment, while considering the safety and
security of our facility and grounds, in light of the needs of our
community, all while bearing in mind the availability of fund-
ing.  We do this with the advice of the BOCC appointees on the
Library Advisory Board, under the guidance of the Director of
Libraries, in cooperation with the Monroe County Sheriff’s
department, in accordance with Monroe County Policies and
Procedures, and whilst adhering to County Codes and Florida
statutes. 

At a time when we are celebrating the 50th Anniversary of
the library at this location and as a Monroe County Public
Library system, our oldest friends (the Key West Women’s
Club), our newest friends (the Trophia Butterfly Foundation),
and our most dedicated and consistent friends (the Friends of
the Key West Library) have demonstrated their appreciation of
the library as more than a place that offers restrooms and air
conditioning and limited parking in Old Town.  This library is
part of a long-standing tradition of service-oriented institutions
who provide constantly for the needs of our diverse and ever-
changing community—and usually for a mere zero cents a day!

By the way, we have several suggestion boxes in the library,
for book or movie or other suggestions for materials, for ques-
tions, and yes, even for complaints.  And if you include your
name and contact information, we would be able to respond to
you personally!
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The Friends of the Library newsletter is published monthly from
November through April. Editor, Jane Newhagen. 
Please address all correspondence to her at the library: 
700 Fleming Street, Key West, FL  33040.

Library on zero cents… continued from page 1

TROPHIA BUTTERFLY 
FOUNDATION 

The Trophia Butterfly Foundation generous-
ly redesigned and replanted the Library front
garden. The garden was dedicated on November
19. "The Trophia Butterfly Foundation is hon-
ored to be dedicating this garden, simultaneous
with the Library’s 50th Anniversary in this loca-
tion," said Jimmy Olsen, President of the
Foundation. Using many native and naturalized
plants such as Porterweed, Asclepia, Fakahatchee
grass and Lantana, the garden will require little
maintenance and persist in our sometimes-tough
environment.

The Foundation also donated $300 to the
Library for the purchase of books relating to but-
terfly habitat, native plants, local ecosystems,
and xeriscaping.

On behalf of all the patrons of the Library,
we thank you!



FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY 
LECTURES 2010
Mondays 6:00 p.m. at The Studios of Key West. 
The lectures are free and open to the public.

JANUARY 11
MAXINE KUMIN - Maxine Kumin will read from her works. Her 17th poetry collec-
tion, forthcoming in the spring of 2010, is Where I Live: New and Selected Poems
1990-2010. Her awards include the Pulitzer and Ruth Lilly Poetry Prizes, the Poets’ Prize,
and the Harvard Arts and Robert Frost Medals. A former U.S. poet laureate, she and her 
husband live on a farm in New Hampshire.

JANUARY 18
STUART WOODS - Prolific author, Stuart Woods, will read from his latest thriller,
Hothouse Orchid. Woods is the author of more than thirty novels, incvluding the New York
Times-beststelling Stone Barrington series and Holly Barker series. An avid sailor and pilot,
he divides his time among New York City, Key West and Maine.

JANUARY 25
MIA LEONIN - Mia Leonin will read from and discuss her memoir Havana and Other
Missing Fathers. Leonin is the author of two books of poetry Braid and Unraveling the Bed.
She has been awarded an Academy of American Poets Prize, a Florida Individual Artist
Fellowship, and her poetry and creative non fiction have been nominated for the Pushcart
Prize. Leonin has written extensively about dance, performance and theater for the Miami
Herald, New Times, Pointe, and others. In 2007, she was selected to be a fellow in the
National Endowment for the Arts/Annenberg Institute on Theater and Musical Theater.  She
teaches creative writing at the University of Miami. 

FEBRUARY 1
TOM  CORCORAN - Tom Corcoran will talk about his latest mystery, Hawk Channel
Chase, and discuss his book of Key West photographs, Key West in Black and White.
Corcoran first moved to Florida in 1970. He has been a disc jockey, bartended, AAA travel
counselor, Navy officer, screenwriter, freelance photographer, automotive magazine editor,
computer graphic artist, and journalist. 

Stuart Woods

Mia Leonin

Tom Corcoran

Maxine Kumin

TICKETS AVAILABLE NOW AT 305-292-2694!
~ An Evening of ~

RODGERS & HART
with words by 
DAVID GARRARD LOWE

and music by 
BOBBY NESBITT

Thursday, February 25, at 8 pm
The Studios of Key West, 600 White St.

ELEGANT PROSECCO RECEPTION 
WITH THE CELEBRITY GUESTS!

Tickets $100 
To underwrite the 

Friends of the Library Lecture Series



Membership Application
2009 - 2010

Yes! Let me help the Friends of the Library make the Key West Library the
best read, the best stocked, the best attended Library in all of Florida!
My Gift is Enclosed:

nn $25     nn $50     nn $100     nn $200     nn $500    nn Other

Name ______________________________________________________

Phone ______________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

E-mail address _______________________________________________

Newsletter by e-mail?    nn Yes      nn No

Please return this form with check made payable to Friends of the
Library.  All contributions are tax deductible.    

Mail to: Key West Library Membership
1025 Fleming Street
Key West, FL 33040

Friends of the monroe
county public Library
of key west, florida, inc,
1025 Fleming Street
Key West, FL 33040

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage 

PAID
Key West, FL

33040
Permit No. 184

The Friends of the Library
BOOK SALES

will be held in the Library Garden 
from 9:30 until 1:30

on the following Saturdays:

January 9, 2010
February 6, 2010
March 6, 2010
April 10, 2010

GO GREEN!
Receive your FOL newsletter digitally. 

Email membership@folkw.org
and provide your name and email

address to make the change.

Key West Library
700 Fleming Street,

Key West Florida 33040
Phone 292-3595

www.friendsofkeywestlibrary.org

A copy of the official registration and financial 
information may be obtained from the Division of
Consumer Services by calling toll-free (800-435-7352)
within the state. Registration does not imply endorse-
ment, approval, or recommendation by the State.
Registration #CH30134

*
If there is an asterisk after 

your name on the mailing label, 
it means it’s time for you to 

renew your membership.

             


