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President’s notes
Did you see the front page article in the December issue of this

newsletter on "The Vanishing Librarians"? It is by our Administrator,
Christine Dunn, and it warrants our attention.

The article keys to the importance of the role of the professional
librarian in the planning and operation of a library. Some libraries
stress “cookie-cutter” speed and efficiency, achieved at the expense of
personal interaction with patrons. We do the opposite, with our high-
ly trained staff and a remarkable range of clubs, talks and classes, as
well as individual staff availability, for expression and assessment of
patron needs.

We are proud of our Library and our staff,
and based on your high level of use and financial
support, I am confident you are too.            

“A library, to modify the famous metaphor of Socrates, should 
be the delivery room for the birth of ideas—a place where 
history comes to life” – Norman Cousins

““SShhoouulldd aauulldd aaccqquuaaiinnttaannccee bbee ffoorrggoott aanndd
nneevveerr bbrroouugghhtt ttoo mmiinndd??”” by Christine Dunn

As we look for-
ward to what 2009
will bring, we can
also reminisce
about what has
changed since last
year at this time.  

The most
noticeable change
at the library was

the County’s decision to close all five
libraries on Mondays in order to save
money by decreasing the staff.  Though
that change—as well as the decreases in
our operating budget—were difficult to
accept, we are now experiencing the sta-
bility of a regular schedule with staff—and
Friends—we can count on.  Our thanks to
the Friends of the Library for their gener-
ous donations of funds and volunteer
hours to help us purchase, process, display
and shelve new materials, to provide
Internet coverage and instruction, and to
attend to so many other library and

fundraising tasks.
We have elected Barack Obama as our

new president with a record voter turnout
in Monroe County and elsewhere in the
United States.  We also transformed our
Board of County Commissioners.
Welcome back to our newly-appointed
Mayor George Neugent and newly-reelect-
ed Mayor Pro Tem Sylvia Murphy.  Our
two new Commissioners are Heather
Carruthers and Kim Wigington who join
the others on the dais along with Mario
DiGennaro.  Our new County
Administrator as of the spring of 2008 is
Roman Gastesi.  Best of luck to those who
will lead our county and country through
the many challenges and changes we will
surely face in 2009. 

Another change to be noted is the
Friends of the Library Lecture Series mov-
ing to a new venue—The Studios of Key
West at 600 White Street at Southard.
Same time—6:00 pm Mondays—but no
more crush for seats!  This spacious venue

continued on page 2
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The 2009 Friends of the Key West Library Fundraiser Calendar is available for purchase at the Monroe County Public Library
at 700 Fleming Street in Key West.  As in past years, this year’s edition costs $20.  The theme of the 2009 calendar is “Vintage
Florida Keys Post Cards” and what a colorful calendar it is!  All of the images were selected from the archives of the Key West
Library and can be found at the library’s online archives at www.Mile-Markers.org, which was a collaborative grant project with
the State University system.  

This is the fourth edition of the popular fundraiser calendar, which
library staff and Friends of the Library donate their time and expertise to
create.  Through the efforts of the Friends of the Key West Library, which
also include Book Sales in the library’s Palm Garden and the renowned
annual Lecture Series, funds are raised to support the mission of the
library to provide for the informational, educational and recreational
needs of the citizens and visitors of Monroe County.  

If you want to support the Friends of the Library, why not pick up a
few of the 2009 Calendars as gifts?  They are especially apropos to send
to your cold Northern relatives and friends, since the cover depicts a trop-
ical beach scene at the old Boca Chica bridge with the message “Wish you
were here!”

can hold 200 patrons.  So, come on in!  Enjoy our lineup of
lecturers and mingle with other Friends of the Library.  (You
did remember to renew your FOL membership, didn’t you?
No worry!  Volunteers at the lectures can sign you up
again!) 

To note another change, we must turn to some sadder
news, the passing of two renowned library ladies.  Those of
you who have been library patrons for several years will be
saddened to learn that our former circulation librarian
Cheryl Heinlen passed away on October 4, 2008.  You
might remember Cheryl as one of the first people to sport a
pair of Crocs—in bright yellow no less!  Cheryl was a true
Key West devotee, living on a boat anchored off the bight,
to which she rowed—not putt-putted—to and from the
shore.  Cheryl is sorely missed.  

And notable library patron and community activist
Sheila Rowan is no longer with us as of this past August.
Sheila would often stop by the library on Saturdays right
before closing to select movies for the weekend or to pick
up the Key West City meeting agenda, promising to return
it before our scheduled reopening after she’d spent the
weekend reading it.  Her many eulogies remarked on her
candidness coupled with kindness—Sheila was devoted to
improving her community.  It is sad to realize Sheila
Rowan’s voice has been silenced forever.

Sadder however for me personally was the unexpected

loss of a lifelong friend last June.  My dear friend Peter
passed away just a week before my scheduled visit to see
him in New York City.  Having known him since grade
school, I was bereft that our half-century friendship had
been cut dramatically short.  Peter never visited Key
West…he preferred his Times Square neighborhood and his
work in wardrobe on Broadway shows and various movie
sets.  His older sister Maura—our long-ago nemesis as older
siblings can be—was even more devastated by Peter’s sud-
den loss.  We turned to each other to share our crushing
grief.  Unlike Peter, Maura will get to visit Key West this
spring.  I look forward to this closer friendship which has
developed out of the ashes of our mutual loss.  

As stated by Nicholas Sperling: “Everyone leaves foot-
prints in your memory, but the ones who leave footprints in
your heart are the ones you will truly remember.” We all
have so much to remember as we look forward with
renewed hopefulness to the changes 2009 will bring. 
No, old acquaintance should never be forgot.  Instead,
“…take a cup o’ kindness yet, for auld lang syne.” Happy
New Year!
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The Friends of the Library newsletter is published monthly from
November through April. Editor, Jane Newhagen. 
Please address all correspondence to her at the library: 
700 Fleming Street, Key West, FL  33040.

auld aquaintance… continued from page 1

Friends of the Key West Library Calendar Available

“A house is no home unless it contain food and fire for the mind as well as for the body.”
– Margaret Fuller
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UPCOMING IN-LIBRARY EVENTS
This Information is correct as of 12-20-08 but is subject to change
Sundays & Mondays:  LIBRARY CLOSED
Fri 1/2 10:30 am * Pre-School Story Time: for ages 3-5 

4 pm * Teen Manga
Sat 1/3 1 pm * Family Time: Movie & Craft for ages up to 8     

3 pm * Teen/Tween Meet: for ages 9-18 
Sundays & Mondays:  LIBRARY CLOSED
Tues 1/6 3:30 pm Movie Musical Matinee: “Romance and Cigarettes”

4 pm * After School Book Groups: Ages 9 and up
Wed 1/7 10:30 am * Toddler Story Hour: for ages 10-24 months   

5:30 pm Book Bites Movie:  
“Heir to an Execution” A Granddaughter’s Story

Thurs 1/8 9:30 am Café con Libros: “Below Mile Zero” 
by local author Brooke Babineau       

9:45 am Computer Class: Word Basics I (register in advance)
10:30 am * Baby Group: for Moms and Infants up to 12 mnths

4 pm * After School Book Groups: Ages 9 and up 
Fri 1/9 10:30 am * Pre-School Story Time: for ages 3-5

4 pm * Teen Manga
Sat 1/10  9:30 am FOL Book Sale in the Palm Garden 

1 pm * Family Time: Movie & Craft for ages up to 8  
3 pm * Teen/Tween Meet: for ages 9-18

Sundays & Mondays:  LIBRARY CLOSED
Tues 1/13 3:30 pm Movie Musical Matinee: “Mamma Mia”

4 pm * After School Book Groups: Ages 9 and up
Wed 1/14 10:30 am * Toddler Story Hour: for ages 10-24 months   

5:30 pm Book Bites: read anything by/about 
“Key West Literary Seminar” authors

Thurs 1/15 9:45 am Computer Class: Word Basics II (Reg in Adv)
10:30 am * Baby Group: for Moms and Infants up to 12 mnths

4 pm * After School Book Groups: Ages 9 and up
Fri 1/16 10:30 am * Pre-School Story Time: for ages 3-5

12 noon FOL Board meeting in the auditorium 
4 pm * Teen Manga

Sat 1/17 1 pm * Family Time: Movie & Craft for ages up to 8 
3 pm * Teen/Tween Meet: “Twilight” Book party ages 9-18

Sundays & Mondays:  LIBRARY CLOSED
Tues 1/20 3:30 pm Movie Musical Matinee: “Bollywood Hollywood” 

or “Once”
4 pm * After School Book Groups: Ages 9 and up

Wed 1/21 10:30 am * Toddler Story Hour: for ages 10-24 months   
4 pm All for 1 Book Club: “March” by Geraldine Brooks  

Thurs 1/22 9:45 am Computer Class: Word Basics III (Reg in Adv)
10:30 am * Baby Group: for Moms and Infants up to 12 mnths

4 pm * After School Book Groups: Ages 9 and up
Fri 1/23 10:30 am * Pre-School Story Time: for ages 3-5

4 pm * Teen Manga
Sat 1/24 1 pm * Family Time: Movie & Craft for ages up to 8    

3 pm * Teen/Tween Meet: for ages 9-18
Sundays & Mondays:  LIBRARY CLOSED
Tues 1/27 3:30 pm Movie Musical Matinee: “Hamlet II”

4 pm * After School Book Groups: Ages 9 and up
Wed 1/28 10:30 am * Toddler Story Hour: for ages 10-24 months   

5 pm *Parent Group: Nancy Sutton on IEP procedures
Thurs 1/29 9:45 am Computer Class: Searching the Internet (Reg in Adv)

10:30 am * Baby Group: for Moms and Infants up to 12 mnths
4 pm * After School Book Groups: Ages 9 and up

Fri 1/30 10:30 am * Pre-School Story Time: for ages 3-5
4 pm * Teen Manga

Sat 1/31 11 am * Family Time: Movie & Craft for ages up to 8    
3 pm * Teen/Tween Meet: for ages 9-18

Sundays & Mondays:  LIBRARY CLOSED
Tues 2/3 3:30 pm Movie Matinee: To Be Determined

4 pm * After School Book Groups: Ages 9 and up
Wed 2/4 10:30 am * Toddler Story Hour: for ages 10-24 months  

5:30 pm Book Bites Movie: “Chocolat” 
based on Joanne Harris novel 

Thurs 2/5 10 am Computer Class: XXX (register in advance)
10:30 am * Baby Group: for Moms and Infants up to 12 mnths

4 pm * After School Book Groups: Ages 9 and up
Fri 2/6 10:30 am * Pre-School Story Time: for ages 3-5

4 pm * Teen Manga
Sat 2/7 1 pm * Family Time: Movie & Craft for ages up to 8    

3 pm * Teen/Tween Meet: for ages 9-18
Wed 2/11 5:30 pm Book Bites: read anything by/about 

Joanne Harris (like “Chocolat”)
Wed 2/18 4 pm All for one Book Club: 

“Never Let Me Go” by Kazuo Ishiguro 
Sundays & Mondays:  LIBRARY CLOSED
* programs for YAC’s (Young Adults and Children)  
Programs subject to change.  Please confirm with the library in person or
at 305-292-3595.

Did you know that the reference department at the Key
West Library offers courses to promote computer literacy?
These 90-minute courses are very popular with patrons and
include such topics as Navigating and Researching on the
Internet, Learning to Use Yahoo E-Mail, Word I and Word
II, and Using the Library Catalog.  

We are recruiting volunteers to teach new computer cours-
es in the months of January, February or March.  Do you
have computer expertise that you would like to share?  Our

patrons have expressed interest in courses such as
Introduction to Excel, Using Power Point, Buying and
Selling on E-Bay, Researching Genealogy, Digital
Photography, and Buying the Computer that is Right 
for You.  

If you would like to propose and/or teach a mini-course,
please call the Reference Department and speak to a staff
member.  We will be there to help with the planning and
delivery of the class.

Reference Department Seeking Volunteer Teachers
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lecture series begins january 6
We are looking forward to enjoying the 2009 Friends of the

Library Lecture Series at The Studios of Key West. Located at
600 White Street (at the intersection with Southard Street), The
Studios is growing as the new artistic center of Key West and
we’re glad to be a part of their success.

As always, lectures will begin at 6:00p.m. Admission is free
and seating is first-come first-seated. We’re pleased to announce
that this new location will accommodate even more lecture
enthusiasts than previous venues.

Many thanks to Brewster Chamberlin, Judith Gaddis, and
David Kaufelt for their energy and commitment to providing
the Friends of the Library with an exceptional lecture series.

January 12, 2009 BILLY
COLLINS — Born in New
York City in 1941, Billy
Collins is the author of sever-
al books of poetry, including
Ballistics (2008), She Was
Just Seventeen (2006), The
Trouble with Poetry (2005);
Nine Horses (2002); Sailing
Alone Around the Room:
New and Selected Poems
(2001); Picnic, Lightning
(1998); The Art of Drowning
(1995), which was a finalist

for the Lenore Marshall Poetry Prize; Questions About Angels
(1991), which was selected by Edward Hirsch for the National
Poetry Series; The Apple That Astonished Paris (1988); Video
Poems (1980); and Pokerface (1977). 

A recording of Collins reading thirty-three of his poems, The
Best Cigarette, was released in 1997. Collins’s poetry has
appeared in anthologies, textbooks, and a variety of periodi-
cals, including Poetry, American Poetry Review, American
Scholar, Harper’s, Paris Review, and The New Yorker. 

Collins has edited Poetry 180: A Turning Back to Poetry
(Random House, 2003), an anthology of contemporary poems
for use in schools and was a guest editor for the 2006 edition
of The Best American Poetry.

In 2001, Collins was named U.S. Poet Laureate. His other
honors and awards include fellowships from the New York
Foundation for the Arts, the National Endowment for the Arts,
and the Guggenheim Foundation. In 1992, he was chosen by
the New York Public Library to serve as “Literary Lion”. He
has conducted summer poetry workshops in Ireland at
University College Galway, and was a visiting writer at
Columbia University, Sarah Lawrence, Arizona State University
and Ohio State University, and is a Distinguished Professor of
English at Lehman College, City University of New York.

January 19, 2009  
RAYMOND JUNGLES — 
has had a lifelong passion for
nature and landscape.  His
first job in his native Ohio
was in a landscape nursery.
After graduating with honors
in Landscape Architecture
from the University of
Florida, Jungles began his
career as the designer of pri-
vate and public gardens.
These are always recogniza-
ble as Jungles creations
because of their botanical richness and naturalism, and can be
identified by their inclusion of such water features as pools,
fountains, waterfalls, ponds, and lakes as well as sculpture and
beautifully articulated hardscape. In addition to private gar-
dens, Raymond Jungles – with the assistance of his staff at
Raymond Jungles Inc., – company has also designed areas of
the Fairchild Tropical Botanic Gardens in Miami, the master
plan for the Key West Botanical Garden, and participated in the
master planning for the Naples Botanical Garden.  He has also
designed various civic projects, such as the  rooftop and
streetscape for Miami Beach’s New World Symphony
Orchestra, in collaboration with Gehry Partners.

Raymond Jungles has been the recipient of many awards
including numerous ones from the National and Florida
Chapters of the American Society of Landscape Architects; in
2000 the University of Florida named him Most Distinguished
Alumni; the Miami Chapter of the American Institute of
Architects named him Landscape Architect of the Year in 2003;
and the American Society of Landscape Architects elected him
a Fellow in 2006.

The New York Times Design Section published a profile on
his career, his work has appeared in dozens of books and mag-
azines, and his new monograph, Colors of Nature: Subtropical
Gardens of Raymond Jungles (Monacelli Press) appeared in the
autumn of 2008.

January 26, 2009 EDMUND WHITE — Born in 1940 in
Cincinnati, Ohio, Edmund White attended the exclusive
Cranbrook Academy and later majored in Chinese at the
University of Michigan. Moving to New York City, he worked
for Time-Life Books from 1962 until 1970. After a year’s
sojourn in Rome, White returned to the U.S. where he served as
an editor at The Saturday Review and Horizon.  White’s nov-
els include his allegorical fantasia on Fire Island life, Forgetting
Elena (1973) and Nocturnes for the King of Naples (1978). He
has written a trilogy of autobiographical novels, including A
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Boy’s Own Story (1982), The
Beautiful Room Is Empty
(1988), and The Farewell
Symphony (1997). In addi-
tion, he has written the nov-
els The Married Man, Fanny:
A Fiction, and Hotel de
Dream. His biography of
Jean Genet won the National
Book Critics’ Circle Award.
He has also written short
biographies of Marcel Proust
and Arthur Rimbaud.  He is
an officer of the French

Order of Arts and Letters and a member of the American
Academy of Arts and Letters.  He teaches at Princeton
University.

February 2, 2009 SHIRREL
RHOADES — attended Wake
Forest University and Stetson
University, where he received a
bachelor’s degree in fine arts
with a minor in advertising.
Later he did graduate work in
children’s literature through
Chapman College. He is a for-
mer faculty member for New
York University’s master’s pro-
gram in publishing. 

Rhoades has held many
positions in the publishing

industry, including vice president and associate publisher at
Harper’s Magazine Co.; corporate circulation director for
Ladies’ Home Journal, Redbook and Sport Magazine; vice
president and group publisher for Scholastic; vice president at
Open Court Publishing, where he launched an acclaimed chil-
dren’s magazine, Cricket; and executive vice president and pub-
lisher of Marvel Comics Group.

He has successfully launched, published and sold magazines
of his own and has served on several boards. He is a frequent
speaker at publishing industry functions and guest lecturer at
several universities. Rhoades is married to Diane Brady and
lives in Key West, Florida.

February 9, 2009 SUSAN MONROE NUGENT — lived on
Big Pine Key in the Florida Keys for ten years and continues to
visit friends there as much as possible. During her time in the
Keys, she and her husband were awarded the 1995
Conservation Colleague Award from the Florida Chapter of the

Nature Conservancy and the
1999 National Wildlife Refuge
Award for Volunteer of the
Year. Also, she and her hus-
band worked with Barry
Stieglitz, the Florida Keys
National Wildlife Refuge
Project Leader, to found
FAVOR-Florida Keys (Friends
And Volunteers of the
Refuges).

Recently retired from a
career of teaching English
(Keene State College, Florida
Keys Community College, and Santa Fe Community College),
Susan lives with her husband in Gainesville, FL. Her days
overflow with writing, reading, gardening, and volunteering.
Her next book will be Women Conserving Alachua County.

February 16, 2009 DAVID
LOWE —One of the world's
leading authorities on archi-
tectural history and social crit-
icism, David Garrard Lowe is
president and founder of The
Beaux Arts Alliance, an organ-
ization celebrating the inter-
mingling of American and
French civilizations.

For 20 years Mr. Lowe was
a professor of architectural
history at the New York
School of Interior Design.  He
also served as a visiting professor at the Columbia University
Graduate School of Business Administration.

Mr. Lowe is the author of many highly-regarded books
including Beaux Arts New York, Art Deco New York, Stanford
White's New York, Chicago Interiors and Lost Chicago.

His articles have appeared in The New York Times, The Wall
Street Journal, American Heritage, and House and Garden
among other publications.  He continues to lecture widely
throughout the United States and Europe, including such ven-
ues as the Cooper-Hewitt Museum, the Metropolitan Museum
of Art in New York, the Smithsonian Institution in Washington
DC and the American Academy in Rome. 

When not traveling to lecture, lead architectural tours or
curate museum exhibitions, Mr. Lowe resides in Manhattan
with Key West as a favorite getaway locale.



Membership Application
2008 - 2009

Yes! Let me help the Friends of the Library make the Key West Library the
best read, the best stocked, the best attended Library in all of Florida!
My Gift is Enclosed:

!! $25     !! $50     !! $100     !! $200     !! $500    !! Other

Name ______________________________________________________

Phone ______________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

E-mail address _______________________________________________

Newsletter by e-mail?    !! Yes      !! No

Please return this form with check made payable to Friends of the
Library.  All contributions are tax deductible.    

Mail to: Key West Library Membership
1025 Fleming Street
Key West, FL 33040

Friends of the monroe
county public Library
of key west, florida, inc,
1025 Fleming Street
Key West, FL 33040

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage 

PAID
Key West, FL

33040
Permit No. 184

The Friends of the 
Library Book Sale 

will be Saturday, January 10 from
9:30 to 1:30

Key West Library
700 Fleming Street,

Key West Florida 33040
Phone 292-3595

www.keyslibraries.org

*
If there is an asterisk after 

your name on the mailing label, 
it means it’s time for you to 

renew your membership.

                


